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Marshall plan for Egypt and 
the Middlco Bast. 


Under the abovo hoadlinc, Akhbar El Yom, tho pro 
sovornmont wockly, publishes a story Witton by its Washing- 
ton corwcspondent, George Williams, in which he 

says: "I loarnod from a well-informed source that the liiddle 
East would benefit in the near future from a plan similar 

to tho Marshall plan for Buropo. Although it was rumoured 

in the past that the Middlo East might bo helpod by Amorica, 
this is tho first timc tho rumour has boon confirmod official-- 
lys It is understood in Washington that it may be woelks or 
nonths before the U.S. governmont takos a definito step in 

this mattor, but thore is overy indication that Washington 
will soon put the plan into cffect. 


"Tho official Amorican circlos arc woll aware that 
tho Communist influcnce is increasing rapidly in some countrics 
of the Middle Bast and that it will continuc to inercaso 
unioss somothing is dono to chock it. Thoy also know that 
ignorance, poverty, and discasc in tho Middlo East malo this 
rogion e suitable place for communism to sow its sccds, 
They beliove that no action Which nay bo taken to conbat, 
communism is offcetive unless somo dcefinito stops arc taken 
to combat poverty, ignorance, and disoaso first. 


Nithough tho U.S. Governnoent asked the Congress to 
geaprove the oxponditure of 16 billion dollars for the Marshall 
plen, it is bolicved that tho sum of monoy necded.to help 
the liddlc East will only bo botwcecn 2 and 3 billion dollars". 


LE 100,000,000 for Euypt. 


Undor the above hoadlinc, Akhbar El Yorn commonts on. 
the above story by- saying: "MarshaTIpTén would moan, as far 
as Ecypt is concerned, that Egynt would got from Anorica about 
Li 100,000,000 in the first yoar. This money will not be 
a loan but a gift. Egypt would rocoivo the major part of 
this money in the shepo of food, and agricultural: and indus- 
trial machincry, 4 smell part will be in cash, 


"io contactad Nokrashi Pasha ‘at a late hour last 
night to ask if he reccived official nows from Amcrica about 


‘ 7 inl i lr 
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the subject. He replicd that he knew nothing about it, | 
and rcfuacd to make any comment, i . 


Akhbar El Yomts oditorial comment. 


- Under the headline "WWe and the Marshall plen",° Akhbar 
Bl You writcs: "If the U.S, State Department succccods in 
drawing up and putting into cffcet a Marshall plan for Egypt 
and the Middle East, as our Washington Correspondent says, 
dAncrica would be doing herself, the world, and the Middlc 
Bast a sorvice, 


"No doubt, Egypt and the 4rab countrics welcome such 
a plan if it is bascd.on a desires to help them and not to 
exploit them. Poverty, ignorancc, and discasc, arc the natural 
allics of cormunism and combatting these three cvils is tanta- 
mount to combatting communism, We know that such e plan would 
bo- difficult to pass in the Congress, bocause there aro sone 
non among Americats leaders who although very short-sizhtcd 
arc apparently so influcntial that they succccdcd in neking 
‘their government: support the partition of Palcstince, and ; 
roject Egypt!s complaint at the Sccurity Council. Tho Zionists 
‘of America will oppose any plan by Marshall for helping the 
Arab countrics; right from tho start while it is still in the 
cradle. They will bring pressurc to boar on the amcrican 
State Department to make it deny that it intends to put such 
a plan into cffoct in the Iliddlo East, 7: 


- "The Arab countrics are tho first line of -defoncc. 

- botween Communism and. domocracy. Unless this line is strong, 
it will collepso and domocracy will collapse with it. The 
Middle East is in offcct a victim of democracy. The volicy 
of imperialism and exploitation. led to its poverty and work~ 
ness.. Democracy is tasty but cannot be digested by woak and 
‘onpty stomachs. é 


Nye do not wish to be too optimistic. Politics taught 
us not to bolicve in promises and to suspect cverybody and 
ovorything. We -thcorefore wait and sec." 

, Yonone , 
Intoresting storics by jkhbar El Yon, 
4] Misri, and Mussamarat al Guoib,: 


. Undcr the headlinc: Tho Yeomonite government threatens 

the League, Akhbar El Yor: publishes a mossage reccived from 

its correspondent in Jiddah in which he says that the scouts 
which wore sent by the-4rab League to Yomen to investigate the 
situation thoro before the League sont its delegation which 

included Azzam Pesha and othcr senior 4rabs, havo submittod 

their. rcport to 4z2am Pesha at Jiddah. Theo Corresponcaont 7 
then gocs on to give the following résumé of the report in _ 
question: - The Sanata governnent did not cnable the League 
uiission to visit thc various parts of Yemen on tha pretext 
that thero was danger of ettack against the members of-the 
mission. Scif 41 Haq Ibrahim was not appointed P.M. in the 
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new regime, but President of tho Consultative Council, 
The Primo Minister of the new Govormment is &Ali Ibn Abdullah 
al Wazcer, cousin of the now Imam, and ho alrcoedy loft Sanata 
at the head of an army to fight Princo &hnod, 


"Imam Wazcor swore on his honour to tho mission that 
he had nothing to do with tho murder of the lato Imam, but 
it is gonerslly belicvod in Yomon that tho murdoror was none other 
then the chicf of the police Jamal 41 Jameel who was porsun~ 
dec to commit the crimc by tho British officials in Adon. 
The report alleges that it is quite possible thet the British 
head a hanée in the murder because they scent a warship to Al 
Hodayida after the murder on a courtosy visit to Yomen,. 


"The Yomenite government oxpressod thoir hot displea- 
Suro at the attitudo of the Arab Loaguo and told the mission 
to lcoave Sanata to get woapons for the now governnoent or it 
(the government) would apply to the British govornment for 
help. The rcport clso said that tho tribcs wore attacking 
Senate and looting was prevalont cvorywhcro. Tho mission 
oxpectcd Sanata to fall in Ahmedts hands at any momont. 


"1 Wirtileny, tho Maghreb merchant in Yomon who 
is said to have had 2 hand in the murdor of Imam Yohia,told 
the mission that the murder was necessary for the hapyiness 
of the Yomonitcs,. Imem Ahmed, says the. roport, told the 
tribes that they could help themsclves to tho possessions 
and fortunc in Sanata of his murdered father, Hence tho 
‘onthusiasm displayed by the tribes in attacking Sanato. 


"The mission cxplains in its report that it was 
watched by the new govormucnt and that on ono oecasion the 
monbers of the mission wore locked inside a room which snolt 
of paint an@ cil in’ the Inments polaeo so that they 
might not sco’ some unknown visitors who wore in tho valacc 
at the time, 


_The report also says that the inhabitants of Sanata 
aro talking thoso days about Sultanof (of the Russian Forocign 
_Winistry who scorved for 2 poriod at tho Russian Legation in 
Cairo and who figured in tho recent tradco talks betwoon Russian 
and Hoypt). It is seic said that he was in Yemon for ten 
yoars as a representative of a Yomoenite morchant of Russian 
origin by the namc cf Hakecmof. The roport also says that 
the Yononites bulieve that Russia, Encland,:and U.S.4. havo 
designs on Yomon which is seid to be rich in uranium ane oil, 


al Misrits vcrsion, 


< 41 Misri publishes an intcrosting story on Yoneon under 
an equally intcresting hoaclinc. Tho hondiline roads: "Tho ‘ 
Sanata governnent threatens to seck the aid of Forcisn countrics 
if tho League dots not help it. Seif 41 Islan Ahmed requosts 
the Loague to romain in Hodjaz until his forces occupy Sanata," 
The daily thon publishes two storics, one from its correspondent 
in Aden, and tho othor fron its corrcospondent in Jiddch. Tho 
iden Correspondent says; "The new Yomenite sovernment may 
decide to refuse holding c plebiscitc, and may withdraw from 
the srab League if the latter docs not support it. It is 
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gonorally bolioved that the monarchs of the Arab countrics 
will make tho Leaguc support: Prince 4Zhnod", : 


The Jiddah correspondent, Zohcir {scran, reports 
thet Hussoin Al Kobsy, tho now Foroign Ministcr in Yomcen has 
abled to azzam Pasha in Saoudi srabia throatening that the 
new Yenonite government would scok the aid of foroign countrics 
.if the &rab Loague did not support it. The arab League delo-. 
cation hela a mecting following the roccipt of the cable and 
the members of tho delogation expressed thoir abhorrence of. 
the cable. -His Majesty King Ibn Saoud was extremely snnoyed, 
sooing that ho, 2s woll as the Arab League, had alroady — 
declercd that he would not allow forcign inteorfercenesc in Yomeon. 


The same correspondent says that according to 
roports roccived in Jidda from Yomen, tho Yomenite tribes were 
giving their full support to Ahmed after they disecvored . 
thet the lato Imam was murdorcd. He also says that the greator 
part of the arr is with Anmoc, and that King Ibn Saoud has 
roefuscd to give airplanos and armourod cars to Ibn al Wazocr. 
Tho correspondent then soos on to say that the frab League 
delegation recoivee cables from Ahmed and Ibn 41 Wazcer infor- 
ming it that it was advised to romain in Hodjaz until o safe — 
clace in Yomon was found where the delegation could ricct and 
confor with the present govermicnt, or with Jhned,. ahmed also 
suggestcd in a cable to 4zzam Pasha that the dclcration should 
wait in Hodjaz until hoe succecded in invacing and capturing 
Sanata, King Ibn Saoud and the Arab Leaguo delegation cabled 
pack saying that it was ncecssary that tho dolosation entered 
Yonen irmodiately. This is how natters stand at prosont, 
explains the correspondent who clso reports that 2 British 
onc 3 amoricen warships have arrived in Jiddeah. 


Azzem Pasha says he was given . 
assurances by Mr Tuck and Sir Ronald Campbell. 


7 galicd on azzomn Pasha", says 41 Misrits corros~ 
pondent in Jiddsh, "ond asked him about this strange coinci- 
denee (tho arrival of tho warships in Jiddah) and sbout the 
ruriours that the British had something to do with the recont, 
dovelopmonts in Yomen. Ho roplicd: "When tho arab Leaguo 
Council took 2 rosolution at the close of its sossion concerning 
foroign intorforence in Yoren, tho British ond american | 
Ambassadors communicated with mo singly and denicd that thoir 
countrics had any connection with the rocont incident or that 
they had any intention to interfcre in Yenonts internal affairs. 
Rach country intorpretcd our resolution as moaning ite F 
When I arrived in Joddeh, the British and americon reproscn- 
tativcs © repeated to mo what thoir colleagues in Cairo 
hed toldne, that is,thoir countrics had no intcntion of ox- 
ploiting the recent developments in Yormen. - 


Mussamerat Al Guoibts story. 


Maitre 4bdel Kader Hamza, one of tho oditors of 
Al Misri, writes an amusins articlo this morning in Mussamarat 
Al Gucib in which he states that Yerron is oxtromely wncivilizcd 
end orimitivo. Hamza was scnt rceeently with Goheir Asoran 
to Youen to invostigeto the situation on tho spot. He says 
that there arc no shops or grocers in Sanata, the Yeonmcnite 
ecpital,.. that whon hoe was leaving Sanata to Cairo he 

co oa a : 
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wanted to buy a fow sandwitches to cat during the 9 hour 
journey by plane but could find no food for sale. Ho 
finally callcd on tho Ministor of Intorior who issucd a 
ministorial ordor authorising him to get a loaf of bread 
and a fow boiled ogws from the Govornnentts food stock, 


Tho local political situation. 


Nahas Pasha made a spocch yostcrday before a lerse 
“crowd which came from Sharkizya provinee to froct him, says 
the Wefdist papors, 4l'Misri and Sawt 41 Une. The syccch 
is very violent in charactcr and too Long to translate, but 
it is interesting to note that the Pasha dirocts his attack, 
againt the prosont Egyptian sSovernmont instoad of the British, 
Wolkrashi Pasha and his tenn are accused of boing charlatans, 
incompcotont, and tyrants, The Ecyptians aro hungry and the 
present acministration*is corrupt, claims Nehas Pasha, 


_& coalition Cabinct., 


ikhbar El Yor writes: "Some amatcur politicians 
trica to got a coalition eabinct formod which was to corprisc 
Sherif Sabri Pashe, 114 Meher Pasha, Ismeil Sidky Pashs, 
Husscin Sirry Pasha, Abdel Fattch Yohia Pasha, Soracs Eldine 
‘Peshe, Ali Zaki 41 Orabi Pashe, Osman Moharran Pashs, Hoikal 
Pasha, sbdcl Gelil 4abu Samra Pashe cte.... It was said that 
the British woulc. have been very glad to sce such a Cebinct 
formod, but when thoy saw that thore was no hope of having 
it formec, they dcelarca that thoy wore not intorostcd in 
Boyptts internal affairs. 

"It scoms that tho cttomts to form a eoalition Cabinet 

Wero made behind Nahas Pashats back, Ho did not know, for 
instanco, that some of his supportors had promised to  orguadc 
him to agree to the formation of 2 coalition Cabinct. Honec 
his donial that ho was in favour of an all-party Cabinct,!! --- 


4&1 Kutlats atteeck on tho 
oovernnent and tho British. 


fi Kutlo attecks the Eeyptian sovernnont in a short 
editorial under the hoadline:"Cabinots resin for less important 
reasons", Tho daily »oints out that the Cabinet failed in its 
presontation of tho Egyptian cormlaint bofore theo Sccurity 
Council, end in combatting tho cholora opidomic, poverty, 
ignorance, discasc, and the high cost of living, 

_The sarc daily publishes an cditorial under tho rather 
erusing headline: "Our portnershin with tho British will 
make us lose our sloop at night and bring humiliation during the 
dey", It oxplains that tho ‘joint defoneo board and tho Suden 
Condominium would give the Egyotiens a headache, 
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Al Kutla seys Egypt lost by. 
the trado agreement betwoen Russia and Egyot. 


Under the headlinc: "Tho crdeb of wheat costs 
LE 10 eecording, to the Russian trade agroemont™, 41 Kutla 
writos: "The barter of Egyptian cotton for Russian wheat 
is based on giving Russia one Kentar of our cotton for 
2 orécbs of Russian wheat. Sccing-that the kentar of cotton 
costs LE 20, it moans that the crecb of whoat is costing 
us Li 10. It is quite clear that such a sacrifice on 
Ecyotis pert was unnecessary. QUur cotton has a good ropu- 
tetion and the. governnent should have driven a harder bargein. 
Ab any retc, the government is to blanc for tho shortage 
of whoat in Egypt, secing it cid not import sufficiont 
fortilizors". 5 VT 
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ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS - 


Sa re a we 


In the course of a woek of discussions, the Arab League Council and its 

Forious committoos aired: a number of political,economic and legal probloms’. Some 

of which worc originally listedon tho official agenda (geo issues No. 19 and 21) 

namely: Palestine, Libya, Angle-Arab. alliances, Syro-Lebanese eurrency dispute and 
unification of curroncios,. Some of. the new items doalt with, included a petition 

from thea Viot-Namese Government, relations with the UN Buroan for tho Middle Enst 

to be set up in Cairo, a suggestion for calling an Agictic Conference, tho condition 

of tho Moslem D.P.'s in Europe and probably the quostion of modifying the League Charter. 


A novel fecture has emerged from the discussions on Palestine with the decision ‘ 
of the Council to establish a "miniature" Palestine Administration, headed by a 
triumvirate: the Mufti, ‘Azzem Pashe’and ‘the ‘Iraqi Taha el-Hashemi, Inspeotor- . 

;: General of the Apab “Liberation” fores, ‘It is stated that others’ may possibly be 
added cet a leter-dote (Ahram,16.2.). This body is doscribed us dosipned to form the 
"backbone"of the League's Military Committee ond as*such it will conduct Arab affoirs | 
in Palestine. Its seat will be located in Palestine, whilst its various sub-committoes 
will be set up in the neighbouring countries, in accordanco: with the spocific functions 
to be assigned,to osch. Tho question of chairmanship .hts been left open, but it 
was decided that the new body should come under the control of the League (ibid.), 

boas it seems, ; ae 
_: The decision constitutes/another major defeat for the Mufti‘ and a point. 

scored by tho Trenajorden dolegation. It will bo recallod that the letter, ond 
perticulorly Suleiman Sukkeri, the T.J. Minister of Finance, was reported to 

have beon stubbornly opposed to the idoa of sotting up a Pal. Arab Governmsnt 
composed almost exclusively of the A.H.E. and its followers. Other considorations, 
also, may have prevailed, such as the Mufti's reputation outside tho Middle East 
and-as Sukkari pointed outethe desire to avoid possible accusations of undemocratic 
procedure on the part of the League and the danger of axacerbating the Palestin 
Opposition partiose..It was therefore agroed that the A.H.«H. should try to come to an 
understanding with the Opposition for tho purpose of forming a coalition governmont 
(Pal.Post,11.2.). Tho Mufti,in addition to. his failure to secure the military and 
financial control of the Palestine offairs, is thus fecod with a distinot defeat 

in the politicel;field. Possibly to sweoten tho pill,the A.HeE. representatives wore 
-grented-for the first, timo + full participation intho Council's proceedings (as from 

tho léth February mooting), but without the right of vote. Whereas until now only 

two representatives: of the AH.E. attended tho moctings, the League Secretariat now 
announced thet threo:representatives would attend, namely Jomal Husscini, Refig 

Tamimi and Emile Ghouri, Ks Moreover it was gtrted 
by ‘Azzem Pasha to "Ahram" (13.2.) thet the Council decidod that the Myfti should 4 
‘hoed the Palestine delegation, as o "proof that the Arab States insist on Palestine 
becoming an independent Apab State", a : . 


As to the militcry aspeet on the 9th February tho Political Committes hoard 
Gon. Isma'il Safwat's explanations of the Military Committee's report. Ho is seid 
to have como from Baghdad ospecially for this: purpose: (AP.,8.2.). ‘Rgportedly he 
is the one who roised the question of opening a "soeond front" in the Negev and 
stressed the ‘urgency of organising-the supply of foodstuffs and arms to the Anchs 
of Palestine and of providing fora proper network of communication between tho Arab 
World and the Pelestine front (Assas,10.2.). A Committees was then appointed composed 
-of Riyadh Solh, Jamil Mardam and 'azzam, to exemine Sofwat's report. This committse 
met the next day to discuss the report of the Military Gommittece ond,as "Assas"™ 
says (12.2.) ,it can be said to have-approved of the Military Committee's report. 
Both bodies are understood to bo agreed that no invasion ean take place before the 
~,. British withdrew (Pal. Post,10.2e). Even the much-publicized concerted genoral 
attack fixed by the military loaders for:tho 15th Fobruary (AP,8+2+) had to be 
postponeds A plan celling for the. occupation of Palestinian tows and villages as fe 
_800n as the British loave, and for on Arsh campaign to be operated. during the romaining =~ 


: FENCLOSUKE 


- Losgue's session, since it was always been a subje 
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“months of the Mandate is said to heve been considered. On the 12th February, 
as'ed Dagher announced that the Loague Gounct’) had dooided to hold off its 
contemplated invasion, pending tho docision of the Soourity Council. The Arab 
peoples, ho stated, have announeed thoia detormination to fight any international 
force, but the League cannot adopt docisions based on possibilities. Safwat, 
however, who attended tha sane pross ‘conforence, said without hoaittion thot the 
arob States should dispatch their regular foreos to olostine immodiately, if an 
international forese is sont to that country..(AP,12.2)Loaguebffi cial ‘attittide of - 
- of oxpegtation and restraint rogarding military action is possibly 
setuated by the apprchension, lest . such a step precipitate intervention by the 
Security Council. On the .othor handy -politicnl activity at Lake’ Success has been 
~incroascd, . On. the 12th February Riyadh: Solh, fn his capacity of Chairman of tho 
Lecgue'a sossion,instructed the Arab representatives et UNO to warn. the UNO, momber 
“States not to support the enforcement of Partition, lest it. compel the Lesgic to 
send regular forces to Palestine (Ahrem,13.2) + Following ‘thet, telephone conversations 
tock place between Cairo. and Lake Success (Fares Khouri, Camille Sham'oun, Mahmoud 
Fawzi), when it was learned that the US Government (2) would reiso the implementation 
issuo, ot the Sgourity Council on tho 1]th of February. The exact. nature of the 
Lesgue's instructions to the above mentioned Ageb locdors' (Ahren,16.2.) has. not 
been disclosed, but judging, by Faros Khouri's legalistic’ arguments ‘before the. 
Couneil, (og. tho unconstitutional formation of the Implomenteation Commission), it 
may be oxpeeted that the Arab -will not ro joet: any dolaying devico they. oan. think 


ibya ae an ee : a . a 
7 Consideration of the Libyas. problem ‘has: bécome particularly urgent in 

viow of tha fact. thet the Big Four Enquiry ‘Committes for the former Italian 
Golonies is. due to arrivo in Bgypt shortly and thence to proceed to Libya, to 
ascortain the wishes of the population regarding thd future atetus of their country. 
Although the Commission's arrival in Beypt was previously scheduled for tho 9th 
February, the Amorican Embassy recoivdd word thet it would arrive in Luxor on 
the 17th, spond a fortnight thoro in order to draw up its roport on Eritrea and 
Italian Somaligzand and then go.to Tripoli as the first stop in Libya (Falastin, 
10.2.) on the. 7th March (Ahram,13.2.}. Another factor nocossitating an carly 
” discussion is the,new situation resulting from the USA's having concluded « pence 
treaty with Itely.is buint feared that AMerica,in' addition. to Russia and France, 
. May support Italy's, demand for on Itealian-trusteeship of Libyé (Akhbar, al-Yon, 
]e@e)e Therefore, 'Agzam pointedly raised Basra oe the very opening of the 
Loagu otowhich he‘ has devoted much 


- eare and attention. Ho rominded the Couneil of tha resolutions on Libya taken . 


as aarly as 1945, .to the effect that Libya should bo independent and united, 
or elso come under. the League's or Egypt's trusteeship (Falastin,10.2.). It should 
bo noted, that prior “to the League's conferonce, all membor States,according to 
"Akhbar ol-Yom" (ibid.), sent idontical notes to the Big Four Foreign Ministers, 
demanding for independonce and unity of Libya, stoppage of Italian immigration ,to 
Libya ond rejecting pp status of trusteeship or protectorate. On the 13th. 
“Ahrom" reported that bibya Idborotion Committae in Cairo had decided to go to’ 
Libya this week and visit.Barea, Tripoli ond Pozzen, prior to meeting the Enquiry 
Committee. On the 14th the Libyan question came up before the League Council; — 
which decided to instruct Bashir Sa'dewi, a Tyipoli loader, to go there on behalf 
of the Leegue. : peda ea  : 


‘Anglo-Arab alliance issue deferred. cee ey . a 
. The guestion of concluding an Anglo-Arab collective agreement is ‘reported 
to have been considered by tho League Council. However, it was decided to. defer | 
it to the March meeting, at the raquest of Nograshi. Pasha and tho ultimate asgent 
of Riyadh Solh and .Hamdi Pachachi, thée.promoters-of “the collective alliance ‘idea. 
‘Nograshi's reasons are ‘said to. have been.(c) his desire“to. consult his Ambassador 
.to Washington end Minister to Mostow;° (b) his beli6f that Bevin is still under 
the influence of his. military advisors and not vory keen on withdrawal from Reypt 
end 'Ireg; (c) an important meeting was to take place at the British Embassy on 
the 1]/th February, at which the British Ambassador, Sir Ronald Campbell, would discuss 
with high-ranking officials of the Bubassy ond prominent membors of tho British 
_ Community the question of. Anglo-Egyptisn relations and aurvey the possibilities 
of coming to terms with a Coalition Governmont (Victor ‘Agzam in Pals Post,15e2e). 


: FAO Conforeriec in Cairo had degided to sot up in thet city and declared thet it 


agriculture and industry (Ahram,13.2.,900 below). 


unity of interests between these countrios (ANA, 9.2.). Ho also ‘welcomed the 
‘linking of the Syrian currency to that of Egypt (ANA,8.2.). 


~ Pound" (Balagh,9.2.) were proposed by the Iraqi delegation (Ahram, 13.2.). 
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The question of an Anglo~Arab allianes is closely connected to that of 
modifying the Lesgue's Charter. Both Riyadh Solh and Jomil Mardam are favourably 
inclined to it. ~The formor rominded "Misri" (9426) that the obligation to. 


-consult tho League mombers prior to concluding a treaty with e.forcign.powor was 


mcntioned in tho Alexandris. Pnotoeol, but was not embodied in the Loague Charter, 
in spito of his insistence on ite: J. Mardam justificd tho proposed nodifiestion on 
the grounds that incisive changos hed o¢curred ih the Arab World sinee tho signing 
of the Protocol and the Chartor! Syria had achieved hor indcpondonce, Esypt and 
"Iraq hed odopted a now staid towirds Britein snd the conflict between Kast ond 
West hed intensified. Thorsfore, he stetcd, no Arch Stato should eonelude an 
allianco with « forcign State, but should endeavour to strengthon the economic 

and political ties with tho rest of Arcb countries. A colloctive cgrcoment, he 
went on, wes not fecsible either, since the Apsb Lerguo hed not as yot oequirod 

the éuthority to be a contracting party. Despite this, in his opinion, it wes 
desirable to endow hor with that suthority and to recognize her as 2 rogional 
orgonisetion. As to the danger of Communism, Mardam pooh-poched:its influctics in 
Apab lands and ascribod even ‘that possibility to Areb resentment of Western: 
fcithlessness. (Kutla,10.2.). Besidos, he doniod that Britsin Hod spproached 

tho Levent States with a proposal to conclude an allianeo with hor (Difa',10.2.), | 


A brief interlude in the dealings of tha Loaguo's Political Committos 
accounted for the apposrance (on the 12th Fobruary) of Sir John Boyd-Orr, 
Eheirman of the UN Food and Agriculture Orgmizetion (BAO), in the company of 
Hofnawl, Heyptian reprosontative on that body, snd. Mr.’ "Abdul Hakim Rife 'i,. 
Egyptian Finaneidl- Under-Soereteary. The lLattor was invited to address the 
committes; bocaiiss it was he who proposed ct tho last sossion of the UN Assembly 
to establish ‘st Beonomie Committco for the Middle Hest, slong the lines of tho 
one sot up fér tho Fer East. This proposal was subscquontly ondorsed by the Aoyeds 
States. It was chiefly for the purpose of discussing this matter thet the 
Egyptian economic dologetion recontly visited Syria. Sir John explained to tho 
Political Comittee the nature of the UN Burceu for tho Myddle Bast, which the 


eimed et @6-operation between tho UNO and the Longue’ mombor Stetes in mattors of 
supply of ‘commodities which tended to raise the standard of living, snd improve 


Qurrency problems. ; . 


Currency questions have been considered, both with reforence to the syro- 
Lebanese dispute over remaining in the franc arose end regarding the plan for the 
unification of currenciss in the Arab States. The formor question was referred 
to Modietion Committes composed of Hassan Jebbara, former Syrian Minister of 
Finance,end tho Eryptian Dr, Rifa'i (Ahrsm,16.2.). No reproséentetive of the 
Lebenon seems to have been included, but we arc told (Bolagh,11.2.) thet the 
matter was.discussed by Solh and Mardem ct tho Syrian Legation. It should’ also 
be mentioned thet on the 7th February, & Syrian-Lebancse economic conference took 
place, as a result of which a joint announcement was issued, edvising both 
governments to sever cll connections with the franc as goon as possible (ANA, 
862e). On the 9th, Wahbi Hariri, Syricn Finance “Minister, warried thet the 
separation of the Syrian and Lebanesc currencies would inevitably destroy the 


The unification of currencies and the introduction of a standard "Arab 


Jamil Mardem had previously declared himself strongly in favour of the idea. 

It was essential, he said, thet the Apab should ronder themsolves indepondent 
of foreign currencies, particularly as long as the Bestern countrios "enjoyed a 
far superior degree of prosperity and wéll-boing than did the pooples of the 
West" (sic!)-(Bifsa',10.2.). It was finally decided to refor tho problem to « 
committeo of Arab oxperts, assisted by financial sauthoritios of world renown 
(Ahram,13.2.). It is intendod to select’ a Swede and a Belgian; tho namo of Van 
Zeeland, the hebitual financial advisor to the Arab governnonts, is being 
mentioned in this connection (Ahrem,16.2.). near 
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Vigtonam, | 
are A pooulicr. problem, reminiscent of Indonesia, .prosented itself to tho League 
- Coungil, when .a petition was reed from the Viet-namese Governmont (Fronch Indo~ 
=" “Ghina) requesting the Léague tc support its demand for liboration from the Fronoh 
ong furthermore to reise the issue st the UN (Abram,11,2.).. ‘The Loaguo: Scorotarint 
informed the Council thet it had vecelved x complaint from Viet-nam that tho French 
wore using North AfricanAyeb soldiers ogainst hor (ibid. ,13.2.). The Council, 
therefore, decided to “express its sytipathy with Vietnam and its disapproval of 
any Apab fighting ageinst her;. it would furthortioré concern itself withi the issue, 
whoa it is reised.et tho Security Counell by she of the Statcs" (Assas,13%2.). 
According. to "Ahrem" (13.2.), the issuo rosomblos that of Indonesia and ag 
therefore, the duty of, overy Apab State to stipport ond defend it whon it comos up 


for discussion et the Tee eee ones igproaentod By on Areb State that will be 


_* chosen sportly, This detision, ineiden makos strange roading in vicw of the 
| fact that the Viet-nam Cobinet is overwhelmingly ~ Communist. : =, 


Asiatic Gonferonce. . pe . SI ea. 

_. .. Another subject considered by the Politicel. Coumi'ttes: was .a suggostion by 
‘Issa Nakhloh, the 4.H.E.' ropresontative at Lako. Success, to: summon on Asiatic 
Conference for discussing their particular problems. "Ahrentt (12.2.) learned that 
“national institutions® in Chins, India ond Paltistan had expressed readiness to 
participate in-this oonferences. The Lésgue Couneil, hoyevor, refrained from going 
into the matter and. referred. it to the Sccretarint for further study, (Assad,13.2.). 


Food and Agricultural .Or anisation's Rerional Gonforsnes in Goiro. © oe 

| “The United Nations Food and Agriculture] Organisation's Rogional Conferones 
opened in Cairo on-the md February with ‘ec speech by John Boyd-Orr, tho ; 
Organisation's Dirsetor-General, who pointed out that the scercity of foodstuff8 in 
Europe was &@ result. of World War II. Uc warned that famine would: befall the 
world if agricultural production was not increased, -and asked the MB countrios 
to assigns new aroas to be brought under cultivation (Ahram,3.2.). Spocial 
mention was meds. by the speoker of the possibility of developing Heypt for this 
‘purpose. Bosides a possible incroése of prodtiction thanks to the Nilo Wators, 
Tewfik él-Hefnewi,. a formor Ministor of Agriculture in Sypt and prosontly temporary 
rogional advisor to the FAO, had stated in a report to. the Gonava Conference on the 
‘Near East, that largo areas could be put under cultivetion by the use of water 
from deep wolls and that production of winter crops could be greatly incrocsod 
(H.G., 20 ele). o : Pom) «fee os : ere 


Amongst the problems on the’ ag¢ohda of the. Conference wera the possibilitios 
of increasing o¢ricultural production on present cultivetad arenas by the tise of 
' botter farming and egriculturcl techniquossimproved socds, fortilizors and : 
pesticides; improved animal husbandry; the modernisetion of hand tools; farm 
implements. and machinery; and the expansion of education ond extension of SCIV1LGOS « 
Forestry problems included reafforestation, planting of trees to protest cultivated 
arens from soil srosion, and the setting up.of nurseries for growing young trees 
(HeGe,20ele). fe* He sh ¢ : , aa 
Tho Conference spéeially dealt with questions closely related to-agriculturnl snd 
social problems in the + The sub-committesc appointed to examina the so0clal. aspects 
of the food gituction in thé ME reported, that "the sociel condition of ‘the fellehcen 
ought to be improved" (Sewt’ 2l1-Umma,9e2s). The food sub-comittee reached similer 
conclusions. It. stated that between 60 to 90 per cent of tha ME population are 
undorfed (ibid.). For Egypt the proportion was from 7 to 80 per cent (Zeman,29.1.). 


The Conforoneo's final roport anphasised that -2, 865,000 foddans wore: undor 
cultivation in 'Ireq while 3 millions were notes yot cultivated. The. cost of 
-cultiveting each fedden by new irrigation schemes was astimated at 5/8 dollars 


(Zaman,10.2.). -The Conforcnes has accordingly considered a five-year programme 
for irrigation sand dreinege develdpmont in that country (AP,14.2.). # 


Tn the: Lebenon, several new schemes were suggested. Tewfik el-Hofnawi, tho 
regional advisor, hed informed the Lebanese Governmont of the expected arrival in tho 
Lebanon of & mission of Amcrican ongineers to investigate Lebanon's nooeds for loans 
and other means of increasing its agricultural production (ANA, 26016). 
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In Syria, the cost of agricultural development way estimated at a total 
of 350 million Syrian pounds (Zaman,10e2.). 250.000 acres would.bc brought undor 
irrigation provided agreement could be reached with 'Irag ovor the supply of. wator 
needed to _implemont this. scheme. Syria, it was stated, would nood an immedi ato loan 
/ Porthe necessary as (AP, 14.26)» 


As for Egypt, “the. report recommended that it was of primary importanco 
to begin dovoloping , as soon as possiblo now arcas which would ba productivo in 
1950. The suggéstion wags for 50,000 feddans in Lowor Egypt, 65 000 in Uppor Hrypt 
end 6,000 in the Nubia rogion, on tho southorn bordorse Total cost of tho plan 
was ‘oatimatod at 3 430,000 pounds (Zaman, 10, 2e)+ .The main recommondation of tho 
Conferenco was for a plan to be submitted to the meeting of the FAO Council in 
Washington on April 5th calling for 25,000 scros to be converted annually at a 
cost of £300 00% fora systom of basin irrigation which would be supplemented by 
pumping wells in Uppor Egypt. Egyptian production, it wes pointed out, os a rosult 
of improved irrigetion facilities could be increased by more then 50% (AP, 14.20). 
apart from the above mentioned technical recommendations, the Regional Confercnco 
emphasised that FAO assistance should be given to ME countries in the purchaso of 
priorities and in the shipment of laboretory equipment and dagry machinery from 
the countrios which would supply them. It also decided to ask tha FAO to 
esteblish a regional office in Geiro for tho whole of the sa for tho purpose of 
atronghtening ME collaboration (AP, 14. 29800. above) « 


: The Regional Cohfercnee closed ‘its session on the 14th. The maeting wera 
pttonded by Egypt, Ethiopia, "Iraq, Lebanon, Syria (ss participant-members) and by 
Iran, Sa'udia, Turkoy, Yonon (as observers) (Asses,29.1.). Palestino was not 

‘represented. The Apab League was allowed “ have two delegatas as observers 
(J.d'H.,5.26). American end British representatives also attended (Ahram, 2. 2), 

as well es U.N. experts (Assas,4.2.}. Ahmad ‘Abdul Ghaffar, the Bey eesen Ministor 
of agriculture Was selestod . a) ‘chairman (Misri,3.2. ie 


Six FAO exports in co- ‘opemetiol with tho various Governments concerned .providad. 
the conference with information on the typo of agricyltural assistance needod, . ‘ 
The oxperts were sont to the M.E. s month sgo and will romain there for soveral 
months to start work on the programme adopted by the Conference (AP, Z/o1.)+ 


- EGYPT 


fnglo-Feyptien relations. 
Anglo-EBeyptian relations have ‘appoared in the front pages of the Eryptaan 

press sgein, as a result of the Arob League's meotings in Cairo, which was said to 

include discussions on 4 general Anglo-Areb pact co Gunorel) , & of the meeting between 

the British Ambassador and the Eeyption Foreign Affairs Ministor, I+ was also 

reported to have examined the AngloKeyptian question (Misri,10.2.), and Bevin' 8 

speech at the Anglo- ‘Egyptian Society in London, on the cecssion of a Be barth- 

day (ANA, 112s) a 


These Seeing facts have given rise to various rumours, namely that of 
American tied Seton for 2 change in tho Kyptian Cabinet so as to include all parties 
(Akher Sa'a,11.2. & Mussamerat ,15.2.). © Talks for a resumption of Anglo-Egyptian 
negotiations were also reported to have taken place between Casey and "an ampere 
Egyptian personality” (Muss amarat. y15s2e0)- 


None of the above mentioned factors however seom to lead to a decisive 
improvement in Anglo—Egyptian relations. The League, a was pointed out, did not 
include the Egyptian question in its agende (Akher Sa‘ Oyile2.) and the rumour 
that Bevin would fly to Cairo (Misri,11.2.) was doniod by the Borcten Office. 


The formation of a national Cebinet, will also be exosedingly aiftioult to sot 
up. The British Govornmont was alloged to have, insisted that the Wefd bo included 
in an all-Parties Cabinet which wuld be fully backed by Parliament, and which would 
nogotiote with Britein (Mussamarat ,15.2e). #merica is also reported to hevo 
intervened in pressing for the inclusion of the Wafd.in such a Cabinet, since she 
considers a representative of tho Wafd necossary. as a chock egoinst foreign 


+. Comtiunion froin 
, ith “ coxvinge - ‘pub Lic: ‘thpinion of such a necessity promincnes has to ba giva an | 
the press’ to minor Svents: “which appoar to, be related to local Communist activithoss: 
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Communi st infiltration (Akhor Sa! a, lle 2e)s This roport seoms to be in-line with 
‘thie. British: sldise, nvbhet an’ anglo~Heyptian or. even an Anglo-Apeb. pret would prevent 
iting a standin the. Middlo Hast...It also appearaé: thet in ordor 


Such an instances ia the undesorved importance given by newspapers to the errest 
of six alleged Communist students in Cairo who wore stabod to ‘hove’ been in possession 
af "soéret- codes", "reports on recent strikes in Egypt",..cte.. or to have "burned 


vinportant: convicting ovitorioe" bofors their arrest. (Ruta, 23 «2, ie 


sels “Bevin! s mild’ spoech of ‘the Ais 2. did - not pecs: the eoastion sehescea ay 
the British Foroign’ Minister. It‘was coldly. received in Cgiro and thé press 
unanimously criticised it. The Watdist "Sawt cl-Umna" (132. )- remarked’ that’ Bevin 
Yhas-not modificd his imperialistic views" since he completely ignores. “Beypt! a. 


political” evolittion". “Anram" (12.2), stated: that"Bovin hea-not fread himself”: 


fh iPeom obseldte imperialist. ‘conceptions also, shared: by: British diplomatic’ ‘quaetobs”. 
. thKutiatt, (12.26 y ‘described’ ths’ speech. as Pirrclevant for Bgypt's’ honour". These” 
- sharp: Gritidisiigword” obviously the | rosult, oF; an; unfortunate: sentetics’ whith: mig ht 
have’ slipped ‘out in Bevints “spooch, wasn... she reforned’ 


“rinding out hewt Snetdiate 
‘with Beypt's nati éndlion wydithout endangering thei defence: of asad ‘territdry’ and’ of 
our commnteation™: ag. a. being, ‘the , main aif fioultys:. ee ies 


It is doubtful whether? the present ae otian G ovoenmene UL. aeaiee or be 


in a position to engage itself in now talks with Britain,’ bof ore ‘the - ‘British make 
cloarthedr intentions oh the question of: avacuctione | it appoars. ‘that: this! ‘question 


has not *bedcn adlved ‘yet by Britéin ‘whoso. military experts oppose. ovatiation: at this 


tine: and: ‘insist - on ain taining British tapers | in the: ‘Suez Oeelse BOR Gera, ae 20) . 


Pea 


5 policy doeewia. aie. ee Wass: ene inthe” 


pay of piety on F, sry a ee: & a rosult of ee reised by Maurice 


courscs {Sawt, al-Uurmn, 10. 2s nJe eee 


Pekhri ‘Abdul Nur (Kotiat) and Fikri Abaza (Nets)... .A request. from. ‘Government 


'-bonches: to disenss “the” question, in closed, sossion Weg. CuanEl ed: ay bra ‘Prodidont.. 


of: the (Ghembor (Kutls,10. ee Ye Bae ee 
-Depaty: ‘abdul Mir ‘etarted sho dobates: ay a “shoe t oe in een ho eee, 
the Army's strength under Mohamed 'Ali (276,000 men) to its present (50,000) 
strength (Ahram,10.2.). He thon accused the’ British of preventing the Egyptian 
Army from carrying out most of its plans for improvoment. He jcited,: ‘ag. oathstehed, 
thet erms furnished by Britain were. obsolete ond said that-mombers’ of Egypt's 
miditery mission in Britein mopeenyarpaics fron. pues eae Bost nae 


VLG us Gh I ‘ r ee i sot 
Hokie | a roforenge “to ‘tho. 1936" ee ake naan which paevaguseas ‘Britain 
as the’ sole supplier of arms to Egypt, ‘Abdul Nur’ stated’ thet Brithin had sold 


tommy-gun for 40° pounds while she got it from the U.G. st half iit pried. He 
also disclosed thot Britein had once opposed 2 project of Ford ' uild motoresr 


factorios in Heypt.. (Ahram, 10.2.) and indicated that motor cars now usod in-the - 


Eeypti cn Army wore of 48 different. types, making their. ane “Sxcoedingly 


- ALP fi cult and very costly, (Sawt., ai-Umma;10. oe: a es 


Dorling’ with ‘the pa of mei nteinineec etdiren, abe. ee Ges the Gover- 
ment with extravegance when he pointed out thet the sum sllocated for depreciation 
of material amounted to 7O pounds per soldier for the first yoar of sérvice while — 
in other countries an average of .only 20. paunds was alloented. He? suggested - ‘the - 
setting Up , of 8p inquiry ocusission to iat aaa thet watter (Abwog; 10 +f Be a 


Deputy: tbdul Nur enon gemackee: that the. army has a shortage, of engineers. 

Bngi neers, he said, numbor, 270, while they numbored 2900 during Mohammad 
“Ali's reign: (Save, él-Umma, 10. 2.)+ Tho Engineer Corps, ho added, Inck | adequate i. 
neterd al nédesdary to. 9, modern army (Ahrom,10.2.), while the army itself suffers “- 


from shortoge, of ‘several Kinds af armaments (Serb: ol-Umme, 10420)» ‘As for os Army 


MaAndeuvres wer ohcerned, the specker soid. they wore very. wane Fatatel drrogulerly 


held. ‘He went on’ to eriticis e tho nowly. onforcsd military: sérvice ‘Law’ which, he’ 
said, consoriptod’ only 30, 000. out of 180,000 wate ones for sorvice; most wero 
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loft for the ruserve cf territoricl crny (ibid.). Dgputy ‘abdul Nur then apoko 
of the army budget (det-ils of hich wore not published). According to "Sawt 
cl-Urmic" (10.2,) the scouker met with stron: opposition from various sources when 
he reised the question of the soldisr'’s wees, snd wes compelled to omit this 
question from his statement, 


Fikri abcess spoke next and rec:lled promises made by Noqrsshi, on his return 
from the UN, to strengthen the Aruy's power. He sugeested an incream@ in the 
Apnv's buaget ond seid it was most important to free the country from the 1936 
treaty provisions which compelled Reyot to buy erms-only from Bypitein. Britain, 
he ch:irged, was supplying the Esyptian army with old-fashioned waspons (Ahrom,lO.2e). 
Ho else asked for srms factories to be: set uy in Beypt andfor cnother military 
missicn to be sent abrosd, The Army, he stressed, -as in prect need of technicians 
and engineers (ibid.}. . ; 


The Defense Ministor @loged the debates by assuring the sssanbled thet the 
-Gevernment was seriously considoring the Apmy's neuds und-that the verious plans for 
improvements would be implemented. In the course of the debates he had disclosed 
thet « military mission was on its way to Csechoslovakie for the purpose of 
purch:sing arms for the Keyptisn srmy (Ahrem,10,2.). 


this disclosure is herdly to be reconciled ith the militery cleusss of the 
1935 anglo-Egyptian Treaty vhish compel feypt to buy «rms only from Britain. It 
is alse difficult to ascertain whether the militsry mission mentioned by the Defence 
Minister ves or was not intrusted to purchase arms on behalf of the Arab Lasgue, or 
if this wes the desl referred tc by ‘Azzam, (Le:gue's Secretary) when he diselaged 
thet the whole sffeir of purchase of apms from Cuechoslovikic for the Apab League 
hed Peiled owing to indiscretions by nevspapermen who disclosed the ficts too 
erly (Rse <l-Yussuf 10.2.). 4 


In eny event, there must be some truth in the report of the “Misri” 
London correspondent (12.2.6) thet Britcin had asked for explanations on Eeypt.'s 
intention to purchase orms from.dzechoslovekiae The correspondent emphasised that 
"it is generally felt in London thet purchese of arms by Egyot from a country 
other than Britein is a msetter coming under the provisions of the 1936 Treaty" 
(liisri5 12, 2.)% 
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ARAB WORLD AFFAIRS 


Srissisnir-Srcssrtsss 


Wockly Survoy 
Seono Shifts to Damesoua. ne ee 7 - 

. Tho. locdlino of British rulo in Palostinc, tho ijth May, and the repidly 
dotoriorating intornstional sltuetion have prosonted tho Arab Loague with two 
cloaely-interrclatel probloms of primery urgency: Action. in Pelestine-te provent 
implomentstion of Partition ond conelusion of a collective security allianea with 
Britain. The first hos hed.a lion's’ share in tho proceedings of tha Looguo's 
S¢vonth Sossion, which closed on tho’ 20nd Februcry,and tho ictter, it is boing 

prodicted, will domincts tho scene (or mors likely, tho bchind-the-sceros) of tho 
| deliberations sehoduled to open on March Xth. In ordor to be ible.to do this, — 
~ and at the same time to givo Palestino its constant and undivided attention, the 
Lorgue's Political Committee ses alroody mentioned in our previous. issués ,ostsblishod 
& suprotie advisory body to conduct politicel end militcry action in Palostine, 
‘According to "asascgt (1.3.); it will also suporvise the cetivitios: of 'Toeal ‘boycott 
committees... The conmittos is composed of ‘Azzem Pasha os chairman and Fepresontatives 
of the Locguo member stetes and the A.u.&. (tho Mufti). Jenil Marden is to assume 
Chairmanship during. tho. absence of ‘Azzam in. Yomion (Misri,29s2.). By appointing 
this body ‘the Couneil offceted &.soperction of the politics] from the puroly military 
‘leadership thus fceilitating the militery command to werk , smoothly (ibid.)}. 
It was also docided thst both. thin ond tho Military Committoe would fix. their 
pormanont headquarters in Demascus, which is to form the noetingpless of ‘an important 
military conforonco for Pclestinc, due to convono in tho noxt fow deys (Abram, 29.2.). 
The mombers of the Military Committco including Tema ‘il Safwat, as woll as the 
Syrian doputics who..are ‘participating in tho: fighting, have already. errivod in 
Danaseus+ The Conferonce will draw up plans for-the formation of the Arab Liboration 
Army, vhich will be mado’ up of rogulor foreds of Loogue mombors under Safwet's 
cotmend... King ‘Abdullah has: allegedly informod: the League thet -his frontior are 
opon to any forces wishing to cross: from Syricn into Palestino (V. Agom in Pal, 
Post, 24.2.). This sttitudo on tho pert of ‘Abdullch has been confirmed by. facts 
ond may be explained cs evidence of his willingnoss to cooperate with tho Lecgus 
ap ¢ result of tho lettor hoving ceeopted his viewpoint regarding the -undesirability 
_ of getting up a Palestine Arch’ Govornnent or Administration dominctod:by- the AHE. 
Further proof of 'Abdullsh's change. of mind is tho appointment cf the Trans jordan 
represcntative onthe Military Committoo, "Abdul @ador al-Jundi. and his visit to 
Damasous (seo cur lost issue). Tho decisive movonents, we sre told, will start 
befors tho beginning of spring and tho first signs. of thom will bo -seon immediately 
after tho. Denascus Conforoneo, -since Taha Hashemi and Fawzi, Qawuqji have comploted their 


proparctionsfor thoir departure to Palostinc (Misri,29.2.). 


The oxpoeted visit of tho Mufti and othor mombors of the AHE to Domasous, cs well 
a8 tho presoncy of Muse 'Alemi ond Brig. Clayton in this city lends support té tho | 
boliof thet, slong with militcry planning, now offorts will. be made to find o 

formula enabling somo anrt of cooperation betwoen tho: chiof participants and 
antagonists in to Palestinian’ drame: Tho Husscinis on ono hand and tho Hashomitos 

and Musa ‘Alemi on: the othor, with the Leggue and the British cs modiating ascents. 


\ 


Oil Roprisals. . Wen ba 
As a cordicry to tho military mcasures, tho Losgue. docided - es was atinouncod 

by ‘Azzam — "Not to grant any facilitios or now oil concessions to those’ Statos 

whic? supportod Partition, until the situotion in Polostine has beon ele rifiesd" 

(J. d'Egypto, 23.2.). This is why Jamil Mardan abandoned his: projoctod trip to Ibn 
Se'ud, as it hed become putposeloss (ibid). On tho other hand, Mr. Mershall, whon 
asked by progsamon for eonments on the Loaguo's roported resolution, replied that the 
State Depsrtnent hed no information concerning it (AFP, 26.2.). It should bo 
montioned thst the cbovo stitement, although it doos not specify, whether tho-reference 
to the oll-concessions includgsthe construction of pipolinos-for oxploiting: = °- 
coneessions alrosdy grented, hes beon genorally accepted as applying to tho lettor 

as well, and is considered ‘as ‘a move dirceted primarily agoinst tho TaPline company 
(ese Zaman, 163). -To this may be added tho interview of the Sa'udi Roir Faiscl 


| 1 3¥NSOTDNI 
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to the "Misri" correspondent . in Jedde... The attitude of his country, spalawod Faigal, 
was absolutely cloar and geveé'no “justification to the despicable attacks on his 
fether, If the Arab States dscide +o cancel the cil-concessions of pro-partitionist 
powers, Spa“udi Arabia, although having no other sources of income, will be the first 
to carry out the decision and drive out any American from her soil (Misri, 29. 2e)e 
Another enti-Amcricson step is reported to have been taken, incidentally, by Satudd 
Apobia. According to this report (Kutla;,25.2.), the Sa'udi authorities have 

informed. ths USA that they are determined not. tc renew ‘the leage. of the Dhahran 
airficld on its expirstion date, March 1, 1949, singé they do not seo zne necossity 
for i fir force personnel to remain in that CONGEEY s. : 


ater cab Alljapco. 
By roforring ell mattors Ssnasete. with "Betis seine to ee ies and Poli tiéel 
Palestine Committees, the Areb Leoguc Council hes cleared the wey to. 6 discussion 
of the inter-Arab allisned problem, as“ preliminsry step, it is widely rumoured, 
towards the conclusion of a collective Anglo-( resp. Anglo-Sexon- )Ar ab” Wkitery. 
Allionee; This idca wes brought up by Jamil Ma ardar at. the lest session. As was 
, explained by him at somé length to rem" (29.2.)) he. submitted to the Political 
» Committee a 3- ~point-proposal sugges sting (a) prohibiting the conclusion: of any 
“treaty by a League member with a ron-member “that would be apt to prejudice its 
sover@ignty or independence er granting & foreigt ‘power a wilitary or.econonic status 
- harmful to other Arab States, prior to submitting | the clauses of the projected treaty . 
-t6 the League Council; - (b): the ‘dohelusion ef On inter-Arab Military ond. Politicsl 
Alliance by all Losgue Mumber's y_ An accordance with the provisions of the Alexandria 
Protocol and the Léague Gharter; such an:slliance will bind each signatory to 
-adopt a unified pokicy depeeaine foreign. reletions and collective defonge (Miari, 
23.2.)$ -(¢) the revision of the Leagus Gharter, in order to adapt it to present 
ocndi yong: and to enable it to: toot “the: peg uonye specified in ta). 


This proposal was’ felt to be a limitation on the freedom ‘of notion. of the. 
individual Arab S4stes. Morgover, siuce it was not based on the League Charter and was 
not ineluded in the sgends, most: dolegations décided not to discuss: it before 
contacting their reapective governmonts This postponement, we are assured, 
was not due to internal differences, but to the feeling thot under. prevailing 
“conditions any discussion of: the sau Jee, would be detrimeital to the. Dosen of ths 
nee (Abram, ‘Tks Se Js 


= AS to “the spdupaete of an Anglo-Arab alliance, the influential "Le. Mondo" 
(12. 2.) opined ‘that whereas separate military tres ace would be.intolerable to 
the Areb nationdlists, they could readily accept a.collective alliance sanctioned 


py the League, as-it’ yould-eLiminate. inter-Apab- reprobetion-and rivalrys-- Moreover, 


Britain, by virtup of hor being: the decisive power in Palestine, possesses the most 
important slensnt: of dargining in the nogotiaticons with the Arobs.It ia difficult 
‘to sec, the paper arsués, how, the Lesgue ould reject proposals gronting the arsbs. 

go many advantages and fale th Sar unity. On tho other hand, ayn official statonont 
issued by the Arsh Office in London, does not think that Britain s good intentions 
towards the Arebs sre sufficiont to indueo the Arebs tc enter into rogional alliance 
with her. Before she can hope to achieve ‘this, Britain must tring about & chance 
in America's attitude towards the Arabs, becsuse Britain, in the event of war, would 
be America's vanguard in the Miédle East and therefore ony alliance with Britein 
moans in reality en indirect alliances with America. (Misri,1.3.). 


There is more telk of offorts | Doing. tie to intosrate Turkey and Tran in CREE 


fromowork of British Middle East security arrengenents. "Misri” (29.24) seys there:+ 
ara signs of a strengthening of the tics botween the League member States and the .... 
countries referred to. According to this papor “ nunGcroug moctings took place. 


roeoently ini Baghdad, Coirc, Ankers ‘and Beirut between the Apab Premiers and Tue tely 
and Iranian diplomats. The modercte Tohoran paper "Ghiyerd- Iran*® ‘dwolls an 
developments in reletions with Britein sinee Mr. Eden's visit to Porsis in cami 
The political quarters in London, the paper esserta, aro prepersd to roviso tho 
South Irenian: 241 s@reomont and to rocognize tc 1 certain extent, Iran's, claims in~ .. 
this respect. The “British Government hed further decided to include ‘Tren. in “the Mi 
defon.ts srev. which is to cimorise cll Areb Stectcs with the oxcoption of ‘Yemen. 
Thig is also affirmed by the Tudeh organ Merdu in" It is said that. Mr.. Hiden had 
informed nO pa rreeho ne of the Merete anes Co, of the ) results. ot “fis. telke on 
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this subject and that he suggested thet one of them go to Teheran and start 
negotiations with the Persian Government regarding Southern Iranian oil (AFP, 21.2+)« 


Addende. to Lersue 2osolutions end Activities vi . 
Areb Officss:, The League Secretariat is preparing a new system for tha Arab | 
officos in New York; Washington, London and Paris following Traq's having. surrondorad 
-. {ts control cover thom and agreed to Longue supervision. Tho Political Committees |. 
has allocated largs sums for their maintonance and a staff of young Ayabs from all | 
Arcb countries is now boing seloctod (Misri,29.2.). Musa ‘Alemi, it is roportod, | 
will continue heading the Offices. 


 Fund-roising: Tho Political Committee eallgipon the Arab Governmonts to s00" 
to it thet tho-funds for Pelustine raised from public drives be directed throuzh 
the proper channels (J+ a'Beypte,23.2e)o- : 


>" Leegue's Budget: The Losguo's budget for 1948 has boon fixed at 2B 210,240; 
Syria's contribution to it amounts to 16%, (Alif Ba,11.2.). - , De 


UNESCO to meot in Beirut? Thanks to the efforts mado by Dre Charles Malek, 
‘Labanese Minister in Washington and delegéte to the UN, the UN Economic, Soclal | 
- snd Cultural Organization decidod to hold its Ootober Sassion in Boimite He had 
also suggested thst Arcbic be made the third official Languces of the conference 
(after English and French), but this is still under consideration (Ahram,19.2.)-. 
Philippe Taqla requested the Lecguo to sot up 2 committes for laying dom a unified 
Apeb. plan in preparatjon for tho conference {Ahrem,1.3e). Besides, Dr. Malek is, 
according to "Kutlea" '27.2.), the originator of the idea of establishing a UN 
-Eeonomic Committee for the Middle Bast on the pattern of those set up for Hurops | 
and the Fer East ond it was he who submitted o proposal to this effect to tho UN | 
Goneral Assembly last September. ; ; 


On Bxtredition. of Criminals: The Legal Committee will submit to tho Lecguo | 
Couneil at-the next session a proposal which distinguishes betwoon puroly political 
offences and "mixed" ones, thus considering as eriminel offences acts involving 
promeditatod murdor,poisoning cand napaulte on Heads of Statos. and their noxt— 
of kin, such os hoir presumptives otc. (Ahram,29.2e). 

Resolutions of tho Lesguo's Culturs] Committee: Theso provide for o unified 
curriculum on the subjects of national education, history, goography and Arabic, 
to bo applied to all Lesguo momber States for primary and sacondary schocls, for 
tho purpose of fostoning inter-Apab solidarity’and the conscicusness of a soumion 

heritage and destiny (Misri, 23.20}. B66. 


Rolief to Libya sndTunis: Tho Political Oommittce docided that tho Arab: . 
Gcvernments contribute £E 200,000 to oid the hunger-stricken oreas of Libya and the 
Maghrib, particularly Tunisia. This amount represents the minimum that the Arab 
Stetos are called upon to allocate. Further particulara on the old and ita 
distribution in the public interost are boing kept sccret.- A mono by the 2if 
lecder, ‘Abdul Krim, on the food situction in Tunisia and Algoria has bean 
submitted to Hebib Bourguiba, the Tunisian loader, to ‘azzen, urging the Longue te 
apply ‘to the international reliof organigotionsfor assistance for those countrics 
(Assag,22e2+)e ye 


The Maghrib problem: As to Libya, in addition to sending a mission composed 
of members of the Libyan Liberation Committee ,the Political Committee contented 
itself with reiterating previous rosolutions insisting on Libya's unity and, 
independence and promising every assistance necessary to svcuring these onds. 
Regarding Morocco, preliminary discussions ,according to "Ahram" (19.2.),led to the 
oristallizing of two views on tho question: the ono favoured submission of tho issue 

to: the Sgcurity Council, the other - to the UN Goncral Assembly. The lattor c.ourse 
is thought likely to be followed (ibid,). There is, howover, no trace of oither 
of thon in the officiel resolution, which merely states thet Morocco had mado no 
progress towards gaining independence and it furthermore oxpressed regret thet the 
Powors ruling Moroceo had done nothing to recognize hor ¢laims to solf-determination. 
It also regretted tha bloody clashos which rocently occurred thore (in Tetuan) 
nee (J. d'Heypte,23.2.). The restrained and oven lakewarm tone of these resolutions 
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stands, it shculd be ‘noted, in‘strenge contrast to the violent pross—compaigen 

wored azainst alleged Pronch-Spanish collaborstion in’ supprossing Morocean 
netionalists and Fronch mLladministretion in Tunis and Algeria.. This cautious 

attitude on the part ef the League has been further underlined by a statement attributed 
to ‘Azzam Pesha or ‘the League, to the effect thet tha Arab Stotes do not approve | 

of the Moroeean netionalists! stend vis-a-vis Spain. “This stetoment wes, of courga, 
vigorously denied by, the League Secretariat (Misri,24.2,). 


© Tackles Yemen Crisis. a a, = , 
Following cn appeal for Arab Leegue arbitration issued by both contesting 
partiog in the Yenien, an inquiry commission was sot up, headed by ‘Azzam and composod 
of dolegates of aly member States, as follows! Hussein Hosni, Secretary to tha King 
and an oxpert on Yemen (Ezypt), Yussuf Yassin (Sa'udia), ‘Abdul Jalil Reyi ('Irag), 
-Mazher Arslan (Syria), Taqi~eddin Sulh (Lebanon), Midhat Jumta (fransjordan), 
Shoikh Hassan Ibrahim, tho Yemeni ropresontative on tho Apab League. Prince Soif 
ul-Islem ‘Abdullch, who is now in Paris, had cahled the League to allow hin to join 
ths delegation, since he was neutral to the conflict, but owing to tho urgency cf tho 


Le 


: 


matter, this idoB™to be abandoned (Akhor S,'a,26.2.). 


_ ~« -Tho 4d, ogetion left Cairo on the 28th February (Ahram,29.2.) aboard the schooner 
“Faruq" equipped with ganons and armoured vehidles ond accompanied by a military 
plane. The delegation thouzht at firat to go to Sana'a by air, following .the example 
of ‘the edvenge perty (see last issue), but later changed its mind, in order to bo 
able spossibiy, *- to’ call representatives of both parties aboard the schooner as 
neutral ground for arbitration (Akhor Sa'a, ibid.). Prior to leaving the delegation 
cabled: an appeal to both parties to stop hostilities pending the League's verdict. 
‘Azzam declared thet the delegation had nc. fixed pian and would aet Secording ta 
circumstances (Zeman,1.3.).. It ig noteworthy that on the 26th ‘Azszem received in dospatech 


from Ibn Se'ud dissuading nth g "arduous" journcy to San‘as (Ahram, 29.2.).,-- 


The British "Sudanization" .of the Sudan. - : 

, . The text of e decree issued by the Stidan Government bringing reforms to the 
Administration of the Sudan, was published-in Cairo on the 22nd February. A copy of the 
decree had been sent by the Acting Governor General to the Egyptian Government and 
&: sacond, copy. to the British Ambasgador in Cairo. In an explanatory note attached to the 
decree tho Governor General pid. steted thot the dceroa will be submitted to the 
Sudan Advisory Council on March .3rd (Kutla,23.2.). An official letter dated January 
idth by the Foreign Office to the Egyptian Ambassador in London was also published 
in Cairo. Tho letter emphasized thet the decros on Sudsnization had been issued by 
the Governor General in accordance with tho civ 1 and militery powors conferred 
to him by the Anglo-Eeyptian 1899 Convention. “t asserts that a number of modifications 
carlier notified to Britoin- in an Egyptian memorandum had been included in the decree, 
and states that the decree has the full approbation of the British Government, 

The etter also suggests e& commission of non-official Heyptian and British oxperts 
to examine tho legal espects of the decreo and namely para.5 of the Egyptian 
memorandum which pointcd out the necessity of Anglo~Reyptia consent. before a logislation 
could Be legally put into effect by the Governor Genoral, fe finally omprossas’ . 
the hope that "the tgyptian Government has not the intomtioh to limitate tho executive 
authority of the Governor General. tn m-sters dealing exelusivoly with Suden's internal 
affairs "(I. d'eypic,23.2.). ere, 4 swe "e cghe . 


~ In decree, comprising 65 articles, provides. for the constitution of an Executive | 
end a Legislative organs. The Executive, under the responsible chairmanship of the 
- Governor Genoral (art.217) is to comprise not less than 12 end: not more than 18 menbers, 
‘ appointed by the Governor General (art.10). The Governor General is.also to enjoy full 
outhority on the dex" sions reached. by the Executive (art.19), Tm? a 


The Legislative Couneil is to comprise appointed members (not exceeding 10} 


as well as elected members Gaking a totel of 65 (art.26). Sudanese Netionalg over 30 
yeers of ape, resident of the constituency which clacts them for over 2 years rro_ 
oligible or linble to nomination in the Council (art.30). The Legislative Coungil can. 
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bs dissolved by tho Governor Génoral (art. 37). Bloetions aro to be held evory three 
yecrs (arts38). The nomination sf the Council's ehsirncn must be approvod: by the 


., Govorncr General (art.41). The Council is not allowed to logiforate on ‘a) | tho 
_ Sudan Constitution, b) the reletions betwoon the Sudancsy Govornment on the one 


hand and the British and Egyptian Governments’ on thé othor, ¢}) the relations botrweon 
tho Sudanese Governmont and othor fcreign courittries (art.53). Discussions on 
dofeme, fine eG, minoritios (nationsl or religious) cannot take place unless previous 
outhorisaticn: fron.tho Executive (art.54). All decisions reached by the Logislative 
Council are to be notifed to the Executive in the form of “roconmondations" (art.46). 
Apt. 5&6 provide that tho Governor Goneral will "whon ho svas it fit" appoint 
ministers and ‘undor-sdéeratéries responsible to him (Savwt GA MIMUB ee « Qe s)e 

Bho docres wes doseribed in the Foroign Office Lotter of “tho 5. 1.48 to tho 
Egyptian Ambassador as tho long-awaitod initictive towerds pat ace Oy OROn Owe in 


Sudan” (J.d'Eeypto, 23420). 


' The publicetion in Cairo of tho decrow on the Sudanizetion of tha Suden, 


. wes followed by on outburst of. virulont attocka directed against tho Eeyptian Govorn- 


mont end the British. The: following headlines in Beyptian newwpapors (colle ected 

at rendom by J. D®.24.2.)).2rc most chersetoristic of the indignetion oxprossod 

by prossmen bolonging to difforent partios: "Dictetorship in the Sudan". "Plot 

for setting up a dictatorial regimo". "Griminal attompt. to separate Sudan from Eeypt". 
"a logisletion putting the Sudan undor tho domination of the Governor Gonorel". 

One of the most. striking bene saa: Barer) that at “Abram” (2 2e) roading: "His Majesty, 
Robert Hewe the First". is ao 


Indeed sthe text of the British deerce noeds very little comment, if at all, 
to outline ita dietetorial character. It is however notoworthy to omphasizo tho 
fect that cdno st all cael ae sla in Beypt end gance tho scheme and eoser eno? cla Oe. 
Meversrs it was eure ag Sinica out that, should Reypt Snares to onion ante 
nogotistions with Britain on the basis laid dow by the British scheme, she would 


_ by .so doing ruin hor wholo national. causa (Ikhwan al-Muslomin quoted by-Zoman, 24.2 .,. 


Tho Wefdist pross, notely "Sewt -ol-Ummo" 


ond Misri,25.2.). "Misri"” (24.2,) also wrote thet the schemo was but an ‘association 
of words tc empower the Governor Goneral ies complote sovereignty ovor the Suden. 
25020), violently took the Governnent to 


task end charged Nograshi with the sole responsibility for hig policy of "fait 


accompli". The same nowspaper also .cmphgsized that the Governor Gonorcl of tho Suden 
is but an Heyptian official. A similar romark.was mado by "Ahram" (25 and 25.26). 


Only “Assas", the Seadist organ (Nogreshi is tha Prosidont of tho Seadist Party) 


mado a timid attempt to justify Noqrashi's hositations vis-d-vis tho British schomo. 
It triod to oxplaiti that "gsinee tho British aro still occupying tho Sudan” it would 
be better to nogotiate with thom than to lesve things as.they are (Assa5,25. Qe) 
Noqrashi has boon roported to have blamed. tho Sudanteoe for their haste to get rid 

cf the British and to have stated that tho Sudenuse should not bo impatient (Kutla, 


_ 2]-2+). This report, however,was not confirmed by othor sources. 


At all-avonts, it was: becoming sbvious thet on Beyptant’ Cabinet hed: boon - 
soriously affocted by the. general opposition gseinst tho British schomo and that 
it would bo compelled to, rejoct it in viow of the violoat reaction of Erypt's 
politicel quertors (Misri,25.2+), Egypt, it wos reported, pwould also*domand for a 
strict application of her constitutional rights (Akhor Sa'a,25.2.). A draft’ answor 


hy Reyption oxperts rejecting the British proposals was poponted® to bo alrotdy in 


properction for dispetch to London (Ahram,27.2.! end « now Beyptian schome ‘pre spared 
instoad (Zaman, 26. Ze)a 


The Britdsh proposals were finally rejected by the Eyota eacaee (Rolitor, 
28.2.). Various political partios and aasociations, including tho Liberal (Government 
Party) had proviously stated their opposition to tho scheme. The Soneto Foreign 
Affairs Commission had also expressed the opinion that Beypt had errod by accepting 
to enter into Bre nunOns with Pritein on ony: oud dan question es ri 929.2). 


In viow of tho scored ty of tnfocuntion ‘from the Suden it is “adfficult to . 
ascertain what has boon the. exact resetion of the Sudanese, particularly ths eS 
British "Umma" Party, to the British proposals. - 1+ sppoars, however, that t 


Approved For Release 2003/10/08 ; CIA-RDP83-00415R000800040018-9 


= 6 me : ; : ~~ . 
been tet with similar criticism cs in Egypt. The Secretary General of the Sudanese 
Indepondent Party (Separstist) is sven reported to have stated that the proposed 
legislation includes noithor provisions for ‘self-government nor for independones 


(R.,25.8.). “The Union af Sudéneso studorits in Coiro igsued a memorandum stating thet 
they will fight "tho imperialistic scheme"-and appealad to the Egyptian to fight it, 
too (Kutle,25.2.). The President of thé. Tttihad (Sudenséo0 Union) Farty, donnounced the 
scheme cs an attempt to divide between Egypt and tho Juden (Misri,25.2.)a. A spokes—- 
mén of the "ashiqya" Porty (partisona of the Unity with Reypt) is. algo Yoportod to have 
voiced his party's rejection of the proposed legislation. (Ahram,27.2.). - : 
.... Despite this outburst of criticism and protests, it was however feared thet — 
Britain wouldcorry out- tho implomontation of the scheme, dven if Egypt rejootod it 
(Misri,25.2.). Ahram” (25.22) also recalled that there had been precedonts of _ de 
legislation having been anforced in the Sudan without Reypt's consent. ta; oe 
Optimisnh. seems to have prevailed for a while in London as'to a favrouable 
outcome of the proposed legislation. Well informed circles. wont even. aa far as to 
foresce & resutiption of Anglo-Reéyptian negotiations (Ahram,24.2.)i I+ should bo, 
howover, omphisizod that theso reports wore published before, tho Egyptian roactions— 
to the British schomo wore known in London... The Egyptian pross'attitude was.letor 
described by the Cairo "Manchoster Suardian" corrospondont ag "unencouraging" 
(Ahram, 27.2.). Egyptian circlos in London algo stréssod that the British proposals on 
_ the Sudan "were of a nature to bring new difficultios to Anglo~Ehyptian rolotiors" 
-(Misri,2962.). Still,the belicf porstated that Britain would enforte the schomo oe 
..@8 she wishes to. keep control over the Sudan for stretogic reasons soanoctod with a). 
general plan, for tho defence of africa (Ahrom,27.2.). . Mee te ae 


ae 


‘TRAQ_ 


Dissolution of the Chamber. ah 8 a ae 

."., On the 25th February a Royal decreo was issued by the Ragent ordering the 
dissolution of the Chamber. It stated, inter alia, thet "because of the prosent dolicate 

circumstances which necessitates taking due measures to fulfil the desiroa of the nation.. 

it is imporative to ascertain the opinion of the nation..." (Ahram, 26.2.). 


_,_ ©ne reason for the dissolution of the Chamber tay be said to be the Cebinct's 
desires to meet another of the six demands, jointly advanced by the country's throc 
Ppartiss on tho day that the Ceabinot was: sneugureted (Ahram,26.2.). A socond reason 
may be the desire of the Government to appear to the nation as being progressive, in 
thet they removed cll remnants of the Jabr period. Moreover, in viow of ‘a probablo and 
seemingly much-desired settlement of roletions with Britain (seo below), it doubtisgsly 
wanted to render impossible a- rocurrence of the recent "coup" which was instigated by 
unsatisfied parties ond inadequately ‘represented elements of the Chamber who agitated 
tha populace to rise against the euthorities. - ae 
-/.. . Blections are to be hold in two months and the new Chamber is oxpectoad to convone 
two months later (Ahroth,26.2.). Prior to the olections a reshuffle of the Cabinot 
is anticipated in omdew to make it 2-coalition Cabinet by admitting into it Netional 
Domocrets and Liberals (tho Istiqlal is already reprosentod by its President, 
Muhammad Mehdi Kubbeh, the Minister for Supply). Kamil Jadurji, Presidont of the 
left-wing National Demoerates stated that. his party would only participate in the 
Government if its stipuleted conditions wore accepted, the main one presumabely. boing 
the proportion of their participation. The Libersls have not as yet decided on the 
question of theirparticipetion (Misri,26.2.). The purpose of setting up a conlition 
Government is to onsure thet elections. will be conducted by 2 Government representing 
all partios (sAhrom,23.2.). Tho dissolved Chamber wis olacted in-1947 under tho — 
administration of Premier Nuri Sa'id (Ahrem,26.2.) and none of those partics was 
_Tepresented in it, the Liberals boycotting the eleotions, and the other two parties 


feiling to gain any seate. 


_ In view of the impending elections tha "Constitutional Blec" which wes the 
Opposition of the dissolved Chamber, and cortprised some DO Deputies (out of a.total 
of 140), is roorganizing itself into a now party to be called "tho Constitutional 
Blog Party". This nascent party is represented in the present Cabinot by Muhammed 
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Ridhe al-Shabibi tho prosont Minister of Education, whe headed it in the Chombor, 
and by Nassret cl-Farisi, Minister of State (Ahrem,25.20)« 


In the forthcoming election-cempaign, the parties are oxrected to co-operate 
‘with seach other by jointly sllotking to themsolves districtssespocially those 
populetod by tribes jin order to prevent independent candidates from gaining office 
(Ahrari, 26.26). 


Anglo-'Iragi Rolations 
On the 23rd Fobrusry it was disclosed that the 'Iragi Government had sont to 


Britain & memorandum oxplaining the reasoner for the non-ratifioation of the Portsmouth 
Treaty. The memorandum asserted that the proposcd Treaty wes not in tho interests of 
"Iraq, since it did not call for the complete withdrewel of the British from tho two 
cirbasos in Hebbanieh and Shaibsh. Moreover, it granted Britein many financial and 
economic. concessions. ‘Iraq, furthermore, could not agree to the proposed joint 
Dofengse Board which was to be ostablished as an executive and not merely a consultative 
body» Had it been accepted it would have meant in effoct British contol ovor ‘Iraq's 
policy ond public utilitics. Finelly the memorandum expressed 'Irag's readiness to 
reviso the 1930 Treaty in o mannor guerantesing ‘Iraq's national aspiration (Misri, 
Assea(& AB,24.2.). Tho disposition to rovise the Treaty is also be found in two 
unofficiel ststements es follows: On 23rd February Nossret al-Farisi, Ministor of. 
State, commenting on the British reply to the 'Traqi rejection Note of the Portsmouth 
Trocty, seid that 'Ireq,wishing to strongthon her friondship thes with Britains vory 
mach dosired to onter into new negotintions with her. regarding the modification 
of the 1930 Treaty (Misri,24.2.). Similarly, Homdi ol~Pachachi, the Foroign Ministor, 
on his return to Baghded from the Arab Leanguo Council's session in Cairo, stated 

that since the 1930 Treaty does not suit 'Irag ot prosent sho would not refuse to 
negotiate with Britoin its modifiestion (Anrom,26.2.). Both of these stetemonts 
should be associetod with a series of carlier oncs (gee our last issuo) indicating 
the samo trond. 


sesdoss 
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Leggue Session Closed: Summary of Rasults. ' oe 
Since the discussion: on Pelestine, the dominating feature of the scssion, was 

complcted on the 1]/th, proceedings were expected to come to an end on the 19th. 
However, they dragged on until the 22nd, thereby extending it more than a period 
of a fortnight. This delsy is’ presumably duc to eventa in Yemen. and pessibly to 
the desire to ascertain the trends of discussions at the Security Council and act 
acecrdingly. The inturveniag days woro filled by a review of the Libyan question, 
the situation in the Maghrib, with special reference to the Tetuan clashos snd tho 

- alerming food shortage in-Tunis, Lahaj's roquest for admission to the League, tho 
question of a unified oi] policy as « weapon to fight Partition, the reletions 
with the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, the question of joining the 
International Refugecs Organizetion (1.R.0.), s3 well os a number of technical, 
legsi snd cultural problems. If wo add to this the problems referred to in our previous 
issues, such as the question of an anglo~Arab slliance, the Syro-~Lebanese monetary 
dispute, the unification of currencies, the convening of an Asiatic Conference and 
Viet-nem's sppoal for holp, wo will have s fsirly complete picture of what the 
League anticipsted dealing with. , ye 


It is obvious that the two week period allocated to copewith an agenda as 
pretentious and crowded as this falls far short of the actual need and cannot 
ba expected to yield approciablo rosults. And indeed, none of the probloms, with 
the oxception of Palestine, was given & thorough troctment , let alone brought 
nearer to solution. They wore aithser, a) referred to special committees (or 
reepectively assigned te Governmonts for further study), as in the case of 'Treq's 
proposal for the unification of currencies, the Asiatid Conference and Viot-nan's 
roquest or b}) postponed until the coming session in March, as. was the fate cf ths 
suggested Anglo~Aypab. alliance , the Kindred problem of strengthening inter—Ayab 
solidarity in the politdosl and economic spheres, ond the modifiying of the Lesgue 
Charter sr else c) gome short term comproriise was found or minor preliminary stops 
decided upon, as was the ease with the Levent currency dispute, Libya and North 
‘fries in generel. ee 


On tho other. hend, certein positive achievements should not be overlooked « 

Ags regards Palostine, to begin with, unemimous agreement is said to hevo been 
rocched on ell points discussed by the Political Committos (Misri,18.2.), and 
cll of them, ‘Aggom assured the preas, were of on “executive” {ieo. practical) 
netura (Misri,17.2.), including = number of "secret" resolutions bearing on military, 
political and finencicl aspects (ibid). It was decided to centralize and 
coordinate defeneo measures and to insure cn ineroased supply of arms and foodstuffs, 
"> this end a three-men body was crested (gog our last issue), referred to by 
Emile Ghouri es ths "Supreme Advisory Council", whose task it is to complenent 
the variod (political and administrative) functions of tho AH. Ee (Difa', 19.2). 
By including the Mufti in this body, he was sccordod full political status as the 
official roprosontative of the Palestine Apabs on the League Council. It was also 
agreed to invite Jerusalem's Assistant Director of Supply to Cairo for consultations 
(Ahrei,17.2e). A plan for immediete military action was presumably drawn up by _ 
s conferenes convoned by Gonerel Sefwat in Craro on the 2lst and attended by Cole 
Shawket Shuqeir, the Lebanese representative on the Military Committoc, ‘Abdul 
Qader al-Husseini and Hasaen Salanch. The Military Committee who mot on the samo 
day (Ahram,22.2.), it should be noted, hes beon strengfhened by the arrival in 
Damescus of its Trensjordsn mombor, ‘Abdul Qader al-J di, Deputy Commander of the 
arab Logion, who wont at ones to sos Qawiqji (Falostin,19+2s)- 

Although it hod been previously stated that there was no intention to invade 
Palestine befors the British withdrewal, the appro sehingdiscussion by thé Sycurity © 
Council of the dospatch of an international foree to Palestine prompted the hearuc 
spokesman to threaten immediate invasion by regular and other forees, should the 
Sgeurity Council docido on such « step. Thoro is civil war in Palestina, ‘Azzam 


ENCLOSURE); 
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declared, and therefore no foreign State or group of States is permitted to ~~" 
intervene (Misri,17.2.). Truman's personel appeal for restraint and proscrvation of 
posce in the Middle Kast doos not soom to have produced any tompering offoct. 
Peeheohi, Meardsm, ‘Azzam and tho Apab Logations in Cairo woro oégar to assure «. 
the public that they know nothing of it. (Ahrem,17.2.), though - eecording to 
anothor roport (V. ‘Azam in Pel. Post,18.2.) tho rocoipt of tho mossage was 
confirmed on tho 16th by tho "Ireqi. Acting Foroign Minister, who had telephoned 
Pechachi for instructions ‘concorning ite Pachachi wen wnt 80 far as to saddilo 
Truman with tho rosponsibility for tho disturbances in Palestine and throstencd 
that they would not cease until Partition was abrogated and the Apab demands 
setisfied (shram,16.2.), : | | 


Aside from the military measures, .the Politibal Committee is said to have 
decided to recommend ton economic roprignl monsures against Statos participating 
in the implomentation of Partition, including, it is believed, the severonss of 
' economic relations (Difet, 1712.). In this context the oil question presumably 
belongs. It was unanimously sgroed thet all membor Stetss should adopt a unifiod 
o1l policy, with particular ref aronagto the TAPLins Company, and that thie mattor 
should not be discussod or docidod upon.without the consent of the rest of mombor 
Stetes (Misri,2.2.). Thia decision would not affect, howover, existing oil 
concossions+ In this eonnoction, it should be hoted thet Aramco hes reportedly 
offered. to Syria, the mithor of the xbove move,a fp million loan. This is said 
to have been rejocted, as woll.as o similar offer to Eeypt (V. Agem in Pal. Post, 
22e2e)s Another stop in « different direction is the strongéhening of the antd- 
Zionist boycott. The League Secretariat has informed the Lebanon thet the League's 
Boycott Committee would shortly visit that country as part of an inspoction tour 
of the Apab Capitals (ANA,16.2.). | 


A tangible achievement reprosents tho temporary agreemont (until Mareh 31) 
modiatod by ‘Azzam ond-Yugauf Yassin (on instructions from Ibn Salud) in the Syro- 
Lebanose monetary dispute, whereby both countrios agreed to maintein for the 
apecified period tho free convertibility of their. currencies for import-export 


“purposes (gog Lebanon). 
The Political Committee algo passed the Egyptian proposal for the 

ostablishment of. . UN Bureay for tho Middle East and issued tho appropriate instructions 

to thé Apcb reprosontatives on the UN Economic ond Sootal Council, It stipulated, 

however, that tho eetivities of the Bureau should be confined to the Middlo Hast 

(including Turkoy, Iran, Afghanistan and Pakistan) and exclude foreign Powors who 

havo intorosts in this part of the world. The Burcau aim§ primerily at furthoring 

commercisl intorcourse botwoon the countries oconesrnod (Ahrom,17.2.). 


hahej- and ths Losguge | 


The request of tho. Sultan of Lehoj and Chief of tho 'Abadilo tribes, Shoikn 
Fodhl ‘Abdul Karim, to grent his country reprossntetion on the “Arab Loague, . 
confronted the letter with o peculiar problem. It was Opposed from tho start by 
Yomon, which even objected to the compromise sugeostion proposed to tho Loague 
Council, to sdmit Lohej to a number of sub-committees, in aecordance with tho 
precedent set in the caso of sortain North African countries, which wore granted 
roprosenteation on. the Culturel Comaittes. Tho main rocson for Yemen's rofusal is 
_ that Lahoj was not, as provided in the Lerguo Charter, on indopendent country, 
but one of the nino British depondeneios in ‘Aden Protectorate, Ths. Yemeni delegate 
to the League, "Ali el-Muayyad, took up the matter with the Egyptian Deputy: 
Foreign Minister, Komel ‘Abdul Rahim and explained to him that Lahej was but an 
integral part of the Yenon but had been forcibly soperated from it and thet the 
Yonenites never rocognizod the logality of the British Occupation, just cs; 
Egypt disowmed Britcin s claims to Sudan. He also submitted a doteiled report, 
prepared by Nejib Abu *Izzeddin, on tho political, logel and social conditions 
proveiling in the Protoctorate, This report points out that the Sultan of Lehej 
receivos from the ‘Aden Government & monthly allowance of 1082 rupees plus en 
annual gratuity of 2100 mpoes; thet tha numbor of its inhabitants does not exceed that 
of a single C,iro constituency; that the administration is controlled by a British 
Governor, Chief Secretary, Resident Advisor and Chief Justice; that all this 
is provided for -in local agreoments tormed "troctios"™ by the Colonial office, which 
havo been arbitrarily renowed since 163 for a aicossion of Yours. . 
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The Egyptian Government accepted tho vigwpoin’ of Yemen’ end made endeavours to 
persusds the League delegates to provent Lahoj's joining the Leegue committees 
(Misri,18.2.). The mattor came up before the Political Committee on tho 18th 
and as a result, it was decidod to defer une BP eCHAe LOG to the March Session 
(Ahran,19. Ze) * 


Loague's Latest Worry: Yemen. | Special 


The Yemenite coup d'Etat (for which soe  Issuo} took the Leagua Conf erences 
unewares. Although rumours of ImemYahya's death and the oatablishment of a now 
Government headed by Swif ul-Hagq Ibrahim, the Iman's 8th gon, under the Imamate 
of ‘Abdullah b. al-Wazir, havefoen set on "foot since January 15, these events 
became a cortainty only as lete as. the middle of February, whon the new Imam 
esbléd ell Arab Kings and Rulers the news of his succession and Hussein ‘al-Koksi , 
the new | Foreign Minister, cabled ‘Azzam to come to the Yemen and see tho "now 
structure croctod by a democrstic Govornmeth" (Ahram, 20. De) King ‘Abdullah, toc, 
telsphoned ‘Azzam and urged him to respond Kobsi's esll (Misri,21.2.). Following 
this the Political Committee wont into. the question {on the 19th) and decidcd to 
despatch at once a fact-finding committees .to Sana' a, a8 a preliminary atep to” 
sending © six-man committes, composed by represontatives of all Léague member Status 
and led by ‘Azzam, for the purpose of “assisting Yemen in overcoming presont 
difficulties". Sheikh Hassen Ibrehim, the Yomeni delegete to the Political Committee, 
suggested the choice of Gen. Isma'il Safwet for this job, since ho was well acquiinted 
with thet country and - it was pointed out - a fricnd of the supporters of both 
the late Imam ahd his succsasor. 14 should be mentioned that Sefwat spent the war- 


-yeers 1939-42 in the Yemen, as ve of the ‘Iraqi Military Mission for cresting 


& Yeuonite Army. Sunes Safwaxt oxcused himself beccuse of his dutios as G. iu, 
of tho Palestine "Libe staph Army". Therefors ths following wore sppointed as "fect. 
finders": ‘Abdul Mun 'ihuee® PHP, Tama til Hasse" und .Mustepha aes threc 
Egyptian Foreign Ministry officials snd Muhdi Saleh as-Somari, s Yemenite notable 


_ resident in Cairo (Asses, 22.24), accompanicd by. Yahye Tema'id cl-wadi i, a Yemeni 
cfficicl of the Arsb Lesgue. On the 2lst the mission-left for Sana'a by sir. 


EeyPr 


Beitish nete te tome Sudani sation Of Svat" 

Political astivity in Reypt this weck has shifted from ices Rayon bee 
effairs to the Arab Lengue's meetings, which doalt meinly with Palestine and 
incidentslywith Libya (soe Gonersl, Arab affoirs). Byhind-the-scene activities, 
however, contred around the Sudan:quostion. A British notc, in reply to Eeypt's 
roqucst for a modificetion in the Sudanese rogime, was reported to have been 
examined by the Heyptian C,binet (Misri,19.2.). The note which was published by the 
Foreign Office in London on the 2lst proposed sn Anglo-Fgyption Conference to reviso 
ordinances for ruling the Sudan (AP,21.2.). 14 stated that the rovision should | 
ensure that the ordinance provisions are truly in the dntorosts of the Sudanese 

pscple and that it affords thom the mexinum durres of self-governmont consistent 
with their prosent stago of development (ibid.). Although the official reactions to 
the British note aré not yot available, some Ministers wore already reported to have 
reserved their opinion "until the British answer is cfficially discussed" (Misri, 


-19.2.). One of tho groatest opponents to the Government's attitude in the Sudan 


question scems to be Husscin Heykal, the.President of the Senate and Ghairman of 

ths Liberal Party. Heykal, it was stated, is of the opinion thst the British policy 
on the Sudan is a were sereon for ths aeinbonanos of the present Sudanese regins, aid 
that sll British propositions should have been completely ignored by the Egyptian 
Govornment(Misri,16.2.). Although the Liberale heve taken no decision as yet 

on the British noee (ibidj., their President, in » stetement to "Rose'sl-Yussuf" 
(11.2.) ,rocalled the fact the + et tho UN Nograshi had insiste®he British evacust 
from Eeypt ss well as tho Sudan. Heykel is also reported to heve stated that Mt 
would be lunconsistént with Nograshi's statement, if, Egypt onters into negotiations 

on reforms of a regime which she hes previously ” asked +0. Gnnulled altogether (ibid.). 


Available press roports seem to indicate yet the aifforonces between the 
Liberals and the Saadists ‘tne two Gover snment parties), were increasing. Apparently 
the leaders of both parties oro pursuing offorts. to maintain a-united front agsinst 
the Wefd. Heykel had appealed for more unity and warned that "new elections would 
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result in the Government being held by one party” (meening the Wefd) (Sawt al- 
Umme.,16.2.). In another statement, he alsé stressed the nead for more politicel 
unity (Ahram,19.2.). It is apparently in order not to provoke a split between the 
Liberals and the Saadists that the Egyptian Premier lator expressed criticiam of tho 
projected British scheme (P.B.S.,23.2.). 


Meanwhile, it was reported that the. Sudanose delegation was to be reshuffled 
and cll ite members simmoned to Caire in order to follow tho devolopment of the 
talks coneerning their country (Ahram,18.2:).  Isma'il al-Azhari, the leader of the 
Delegation, and © know gupporter cf the unity with Eeypt, later strted ab a neoting 
hold by university graduates, thet ho was against the "Sudenisetion" schema (Ahran, 
De2e)e : 


On the 19th of February the Sudan Governmont published in Khartum the toxt 
of a bill providing for the nationalisation of the Sudanese people (ANA,19.24). 
The bill,. which is te be aibihitted to the Sudah Advisory Council on the 3rd of 
March, provides that poople. born in. Sudan or, permenently residing there, are entitled 

tc become nationals of Sudan. Tho bill hos been violently criticised by opposition 

partios in Egypt, end it was pointed out thet, when enforced, Egyptians will have 
the ststus of "foreigners" vis-d-vis, the Sudanese (Kutla,20.2.). "Sawt’ al—Umne.", 
19.2. described the bill as an important step towards tho disunity of tho Nile 
Valley, while the Wafd s general seerctary charged the Governmont with full 
responsibility for losing the Sudon (ibid.). : 


The Suden question is expoctod to be fully exploited by the opposition in 
the coming days, and the Govornmont will be obliged to follow the stream or clse bo 
confronted with a serious erisis. N ew developments should be aweited in eny cose 
before conclusively stating what the official recetion of the Eeyptian Government 
will bo towards the British proposal, S oe 
amiont considers measuros to combat Comminian. . 

A bill aimed at checking the spread of communism hag been prepared by the 
Eeyptian Ministry. of Interior, and 4 special Police Bureau to centralise information 
on Communist activities has been set up (Je d'Ee,17.26). The Government has boon 
contemplating anti-Communist measures for. a long time. In January, the Cabinet 
held a special moeting to discuss the question of Communist aotivities “which were 
apparent recently at the Fuad University and tho NMehalle Textile Factories" (ANA, 27.1.). 


As a matter of fact, tho growing Communist influence has rosulted in more 
froquent strikes and sreater dissatisfaction openly expressed by wrkers and other 
social groups in Eeypt. Henco, when colamenting upon the proposed anti-Communist 
measures, the Wafdist press pointed out that it would have been better to deal with 
Communism cither by putting an end to bribery amongst officials, checking high cost 
of living or by enforcing social reforms (Savwt ol-Unme,Miari,18.2.). 


Attempts to minimize the Communist. danger were previously made by "Ahram" 
which sffirmed that Keypt was protected ageinat Cormunian by her Islamic principles. 
The paper also concluded thst Britain was only using the spoctre of Communism to win 
support for hor new policy in tho Middle Hast (H.G.,29e1.)4 The “Ahram” allegotiona 
however ere not entirely corroborated by facts. A recent poll in the Fuad University 
showed that 20% cf the students favour Communism, 23% Socialism, while only 18% 
are for "Islamic Socialism" (Rogeal-Yussuf,4.2.), Tho samo magazine also statod 
that “Communism has suacceded in convincing quite « large number of "Al-Azhar" 
students". It went on to say thet "Communist elements, which are numerous at "Ale 
Azher", aro trying to snbotage religion in this country" (H.G.,19.1.). In a letor 
issue it reported on a clash between Communists and members of the Moslem Brotherhood, 
in the Cairo religious institute (Rose al~Yussuf,18.2.). Similarly "Assas" (20.2,), 
the mouthpieces of the Sasdist party, in an editorial pointed out ' the existonee 
of "a destructive force", which aeypt is determined to combat. The same qualification 
was also put by ‘Akhbar al-Yom" (24.1.) which stressed that "it was useless to deny 
the existence of destructive extromist movements, 
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 ..itt should bs pointed out, hewover, that. the. Egyptian Government obviously 
differentiates betwesn the local Communists and the U.S.5.R. or countries under 
UsSeSeRe influence. “Akhbar al-Yom" (14.2.) put it quite cloarly-when it wrote 


that "it is tho Government's task to comb at Communism in the. country, but. thet this 
-hes nothing to do with 4¢ypt's reletions. withthe Eastorn Bloc". Thua the Governnont 


‘Merch, and sllowing thet during the same “period the currency of 


ia engaged in commercial talks with s Soviet mission, and has sont official 
roprosontatives to Vienna. Bucarost, Budapest and Sofia (Misri,22e2e)e 


Pending the onforcoment of tho now anti-Communist lew, the Govornment spposrs 
to heve stiffoned its ottitude towards ellegcd Comrmnists. Thoso in custcdy, ponding 


trial, sre reported to suffer ill-treet nent at the hands of the police and thoir 
dea fonse council has lodgsd 2 protest te this offuct..(Sawt ol-Umma,1]7.2.). 


It is worthwhile montioning that the pro-Govornuent press have attempted to discriminste) 


against local Communists by claiming that they were closely cacperating with the 
Wofd (Akhor Sa'a,30.l. & 11.2.). Other discriminating atteapts alse.ceme from - 
‘Rosse cl-Yussuf". (18.2.) who olleged thet sevoral Egyptian Jows, in the renks of tho 
Communist party, aro in fact more "Zionist sgonts". . 


Brethors storg arms. ss 

On the 2th of Fobruary, betwoon 10.30 and 11 P.M.,. the Islemic Relsticns 
Offies, Cairo, which belongs to the Joslem Brotherhood, waa badly demaged by sn 
oxplosion which shook buildings in an ares of 10 kilmotres (Je d*Hsge@lses ye. The 
Office wes being used for s faruwell party to 5d HMoslom Brother voluntesr from’ 


Meslom 


Suez, Alexendria snd F,squs before their doparturs for Palestine (Akhbar cl-Yom,21-2-& | 
‘Ahram,22.2.). Several persons were injured, amongst whom was the wife of the Mutt: 


of Poland who lives in the same building (Misri,22.2.). .4mong those ‘who attanded 
the banquet wos Mohmud Lebib, leader of the Brotherhood volunteer: squods{ Akhbar 
cl-Yom,21.2.), who cscarcd injurics. Hassan al-Banne expectad to attond, | 
apologised for not doing so and did not. attond (J. A'Ra, 2102s) 


According to a police report following the investigetions, 4 grenade wont off 
secidentally exploding sammunitions tstorcd in tho building (ANA & Re, 21e20)s Hossen 
al-Banne when interrogatod by the invostigstors ssid thet two Palostine Arabs 41 
had requcatad his authorisation to koop oxplosivo and blankets in the premises, 
and thot ho had oerood (Ahrem,22.2.). Further roports frotiths oxports as to the 
csuss of tho explosion, considercd the possibility of the explosives having been 
discherged . es a result of the heat of tho covering plankets (ibid.). Those 
various semi-officicl reports did not prevont some nowspapers from charging 
Zionists or Communists with the responsibility for tho explosion. . Thus. "Akhbor el- 
You" \212) wrote thet police, invustigetors bolieve that, Zionists whe succoadod in 
infiltrating into Ecypt could bo the plotters of the outrage. Similarly the sane 
paper explained thet Communists might elso be tho culprits as “difference of 
opinion hed recently cane cut betwoon Communists and Moslem Brothers on a planned 
domonstration on tho cecssion of tho 21st of Fobruary"+ 


These ellegstions of courso wore moant to divert public opinion. In any ecawt, 


er a . . ’ est ¢ 
the aecidontal blowing up of the Moslom Brotherhood and Islamic Relations Office, 
is furthor testimony to. the fact thet the Moslem Brothors are storing arms and 
explosives in their verious premises. 


LEBANON AND SYRIA ° 


Provisional sagrogmonte eS mck 2h. 
Utilizing their meeting in Cairo, and under the pressure of 'Azwom Pasha, 
Jamil Mardem and Riyadh es-Sulh ‘on tho 18th Fobruary signed a provisional agrecmont, 
secording to which free trade botwoon ths two countrics will continue until the 3lst 
osch country will be 
acceptable at the customs of the other. However, transfer of money botwoen ons. | 
country and the other will be subject to obteining special permission from the 
respective Financo Ministers. The two partivs: further underteck to inaugurcte 
negotiations concerning their Conmon Interosts not lator then the 1Sth Merch 


(Misri,19«2.). soe 
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Although this sgreement gave-rise to saaie: declarations by as-Sulh 
aod Merdaom in respect. of future relations betwoen Lebanon and Syria, it only 
represents a vory temporary settlement of their relations. designed to avoid chacs, vhie 
might prove harmful to both countrics In fact, even before the monetary issuo tho 
Common Interests Convention was’ oxtended to the 31st linpoh. The presont agrooment 
corroborates. the extension with some. important Liniteations resultant. from the 
separation of currencies. The agroenont does not refer at a1 to the monetary 
problom, but recommends  finol sottlemont of the economic issues botwoon the tr 
countries in ae light of the separetion df currencies. 


. Tho article providing for free tread batwoon ae and Tannen: evon for «s 
pericd of one month as stetod in the agroemont, appears to be a serious handicap 
to Syria. It means thet Syria's plan for procuring hard currency by blocking the 
Lebanese border and by retaining for oversons export all surplus products will be 
soriocusly affected. However, the Syrian Goveromont may. still circumvent this 
provision by peetigs to Syrim exportersto withold their trangports to Lebanon. 


*TRQ 


Redations with Britein. 

Despite the stetoment Nags by a Foreign Office Peres that Britoin 
would not reply to the Iraqi Ng. Secting the Portsmouth Treaty (Re,9e2e), it was 
diselosed by "Ahram" (17.2.) that Sir Henry Mack, British Ambassador to Baghdad, 
had submitted to tho ‘Iraqi Governmont Britain's roply. According to "Ahrem",it 
allegedly stated that Fritein considered the 1930 Treaty still valid and made it - 
clear that as long as ‘Iraq did not insist, Britain would not revise the Treaty. 
As regerds the Portsmouth Treaty, the re sply deserbied it ag being in tho interests 
of "Iraq, adding thet tho opposition against it «nd the riots enauing from it resulted 
from a misunderstending. This version of the reply is consistent with a further 
report. concerning tho Jrbr-Bevin Treaty, to the effect thet it was understood that 
for the moment there woe no desire apparent in Whitehell to secure its ratifiesation 
by. the well-worn mecns used on -provious occfsions, tho ideo being to let the new 
Government stew in a own juice for a while (P. Pe, Oe2e)o 


"Migsri" (22,2.), however, roportod that ine Baghdad papor "Al-Sa'a", which . 
it deseribed as being the nouthpiecs, of .the progent Government, wrote thr Ks the 
British. reply, stressing Britain's desire to maintain peaco in "the MJB. and to. 
continue her good roletions with ‘Iraq, steted that Britain was ready to enter now 
negotiations for the modification of ‘the 1930 Treaty. Anyhow "Misrit (21.2. ) 
roported that: the Gabinot had preperod & ‘ rosponse to the British roply. 


It sceme that regeardloss of tho likelihood of a joint reghonal dofonee 
pact between the Apsb states and Britain, the "Iraqi Government and various political 
personalitiss havo no wish to preclude the possibility of resuming bileteral 
nogotietions with Britain aimed at modifying the cold 1930 Treaty. To this ond « 
good wany stetemants heave been made: Hamdi Pachschi, the Foreign Minister, disclosed 
that the ‘Iregi Note of rejection of the Portsmouth draft Tresty mentioned in 
addition that the ‘Iraqi Government wanted soon.to resume telks with Britein. rogerding 
tho conclusion of « now Treaty (Ahrem,13.2.). Ho ‘nlso told the Daily Telegraph" 
correspondent in Ceiro thet ‘Irag would begin «a sorios of new talks with the 
recontly-appointed British Ambassedor to Baghdad (Ahrem,10.2.). Similerly, Promior 
Myhenmed al-Sadr told AP that the rejoction of the Portsmouth Treaty would not 
affect’ friendly reletions between ‘Iraq and Britein as fer as ‘Iraq was conccrnod 
(Misri,11.2,). Rida el-Shebibi, the present Minister of Eduestion, when xsked what 
WO prcfonthis from tho ‘Iraqi standpoint - the continuanes of the 1930 . Tyoaty or 
now negotiations ~ gave an evasive onswer,. while Daoud al-Hoidari, Minister of Stete, 
when asked tho same question, answered thet he thought that the conelusion of a new 
treaty was of grester value to ‘Iraq (Miari,15.2.). Sheikh Mehdi Kybbeh, present 
Minister of ee end President of the Ietigiel party,also asserted that the 1930: 
Tpeaty should ba. modifisd. In a like mannor, Muhammad Hudaid, Vice-President of the 
National Democrat. party ste ‘tod thet the rejection of the Portenouth Trorty aid not 
mean the se a of the 1930 Tromty (Ahramyl6.2.)e 


ays 

A further indication thet "traq is rolexing her former ‘attitude is provided by 
YAhraa's" roport (16.2.) that slthough there is no sign of agreomont to, the idea of 
&. joint defense board as projoeted in the Porsmouth Trecty (on this point the British 
wcetly insisted), some ciréIcs would not cbjoct to its formation as © mere consultstive 
bodye es : : . 


_ Novertheless,’ sdto’ 'Iragi circles ore inclined to leave, the 1930 Troaty unchangod 
until it oxpires in 1952, since Britein does not seem likély.to mceke any further concession 
(Ahrem, 18.2.) : : : . ; a . aan . 


In any csso, from’ tho’ assertion mado by ‘abd al- ‘Aziz al-Qasssb, the Spockor 
of the Chembor,to the effect that the ‘Irsqi nation by ite vory nature supports © 
"Democracy" in its strugglo with the Eastern Bloc (Ahrei,16.2.) it may be understood 
that tIreq still prefers British friendship with ites linitetions to absclute lack’ of 
commitment. 


Before commencing new telks, the 'Iragi Governmont will be obliged te wait 
until tho disturbanees in tho country orc quelled. Furtheruore, sll parties ogrée 
that new negotietions should be procaded by the dissolution of the Chamber, the 
election of a nev one and the setting up of. 6 strong coalition Government which 
would initiate new negotiations. In the event that Britcin objected stubbornly 
to the modification of the Treaty ‘Iraq night bring hor complaint to the 
Security Council (Ahram,16.2.)6 ake 


Unnindful of Government deliberations, it appecrs thet tho ‘Ireai press hve 
used s harsh tone against Britein, a fact which led the British Anbaasador to ledge 
s protest with the Government, declaring thst such a tone was inconsistent with the 
mutual friendship existing betwoen the two states (Ahrem,16.2.). As a result of 
this pretest ‘which, was not cffirmed in London official circles - Nisrit,l])e@e)y 
the préss was eskedYofrein from its attacks (Ahrem,16.2.). Another outburst cf enti- 
Dritish feclings was the ettempt to sabotage water-pipes snd sloctrical wires. losiing. . 
to the British airbase in Shaiba. Here too the ‘Iraqi authorities intervened, the 
District Commissioner of Basrah delaring thet those assets were the property of the 
Government and threatening the saboteurs with punishment (Aseas,20.62e). Furthermore, 
in domonstretions in Boghdad, Suleimanish, al-Hallah snd Remade touched off by the 
Cobinet decision to dissolve the Chamber {see below), the demonstretors shouted 
anti-British slogans and attacked British reading-rooms (Kutla,21e2s) 


Internal State of Affeirs. . 

On the 17th February "“Misri" reported that the Cabinet had adopted a resolution 
+o dissolve the Chamber "because it docs not represent the nation and was not properly 
slocted" (Ahram,20.2.). This decision was discussed by Premier Mjhommad al-Sadr 
in his two-day visit to the Rogent who is spending a vacction in Sursong, in northern - 
‘Ireq (Kytla,20.2.). The decision seems to be rather abrupt since the Chambor was 
adjourned for two months on 3rd February, after the now Government was constitutcad. 

In oxplsenation of this measure it may be maintained thet tho Cabinet was provoked to 
thia decision by growing pressure from those of its mombcrs who wero neither menbors 
of tho Senate nor of tho Chamber, and by those who had allegod freud in tho lost 
slactions (such sa the Istiqlal party). Sgnator Mehdi Kubbch was reported the day 
vefore (Ahran,16.2.} to have anid thot sinee his Istiglel party had not acknowledged 
the legality of the Chambor it still insisted on its being dissolved as demanded in 
the joint manifostc of the partios 


-Another oxplanstion suggests thet tho dissolution sins at divoSting the formor 
ministors of their parliamentary immunity so that they may be tried on charges of 
responsibility for the blocdshed in the recent disturbances (Ahram,19.2.) 


That this is still on importent problem may be concluded from the fact thet in 
2 tieeting callod by Premier Muhammad s1-Sedr to discuss the situation, the principal 
domend of the lesders of the country's three parties, the Notional Domocrats, the 
Liborals snd the Istiglsl, was for the due punishment of those responsible for ‘the 
v}codshed (Misri,18.2.). In this connection it was reported thet Jancl Bohan ,- 
Deputy of the formor Premier, and Jamil tabd al-Wahhob, the former Minister for 
Social Affairs » ropudicted any such responsibility saying thet thoy had resignod 
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from the Cabinot before the rists (Misri,17.2.}3 - As for the ex-Premior Salch Jobr, 
it was decided to bring Him bagk from abrofd to face: the invostigation cormmittoo ‘ 
(Ahram,19.20). Tt) wee Later reported that the. investigation Actually. intorrogated 
sone formor. ministers, &nd high+rehking officials (Miord,22.2.)e /ooumittes  - 

It should ba hoted thet should a minister be Pound responsible he will hove 
to be tried by:.a high ti#ibunal -which, acoording to the ‘Iraqi legislation,is to 


be presided over by the PHlesident of tho Sannte u Nut Sa'id, who w p.6 member op ieee 
the former Cabinet ahd played an importeht rolo dh the conelusion oP rtsmouth.- - 
Trosty (ibid.). Accidohtally) Nuri Sé'dd wos ropottod to be intending to leave 
‘Ireg for the purposc of svttling. in Taxkey (Asha) 2013.) With relation to this 
issue it was rumoured thet Jamil ol-Madfa't, prosent Minister of tho: Interior, 

hed tendered his resignation, porsks tori th his ae that all details about the: 
“ recont disturbances should be kopt svoret (Misri, Gi2i)i ae oF” ae pies 


Unreliablo as it may be, this rumour should 5o coupled with report g. in 
Boghded press sbout the infirm stand of the Government and the possible resignation 
of some of its mombors (Ahrom,18.20)6 0 4. 0 eos : ; 


_ &telast, in view of tho imminont olection-canprign, it may worth while 
hentioning thet the Government’ allowed the oxisting political parties to! set up 
branches throughout the country, something which: was proviously forbidden (Ahran, 
This Peli bod n pe 
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“ARAB WORLD AFP AIRS 


Sass [== Soar ese 


would sppear thet one of the keys to an understending of the hig nae erisis 

in Anglo~Apab relutions lies with igypt. This is not en altogether new conceptions 
The Eeyptisn press, particularly thet of the Opposition, has continually emphasized 
thet there could be no question of Britein settling her problems with the rest of the 
Arsb World as jong -as she persists in ignoring Egypt! 9 fundrmental demands. ond thi-t 
ony “groement resched with them wes bound to founder on the Reyptien deadlock (goe our 
issue No.18). But whereas this sort of talk could be dismissed, up to a very recent 
drste, a8 mere propagends ‘and a bargeining device, since no tongible promt of roel Aub 
becking for Egypt wes evideneed, the "Iraqi ddbBcle and the reported Sire Lebanege 

-nozetive attitude towards the British bilateral treaty offers to them end 


Arcbis. ssem to indicete thet Egyptian diplomatic presstro 
arch C.pitals. 


Saudi 


has been at uk in ‘the 
The causal nexus betwen it end the ‘'Ireqi chullition must weit for 


further elucidation, but it is cbvious thet Egypt sould not have looked on,idly whilst 
on = Losgue member State was negotiating a treaty which Keyptian public opinion | 
terded as a "stab.in the back". It is significant, es "Sawt al-Umma" (25.1,) wes 
er to detect, that the Beehdad detonstrators, did not only clamour for British 
avecustion of 'Treq but also of all Arab States and thet reports from there, if we cre 
to believe the same paper,show thet Beypt and Pelestine were among the factors which 
provoked the outbresk.. It will also be remembered that tho Lebanese. proposal to $s. ‘udi 
sr.bie and the tour to Riyadh and Oairo of Muhsin Barazi ,.stated to be the person: 
convoy of Prasident-Quwatli jwas preceded (though not inimedi stely) by the delivery ol e 
seeret dispatch from Frrouq to the Presidents of the Levent Stetes ond Trensjordin. 
The content of the messagesit is generally stated ,bsers on Palestine or the fight 


uzcinst Cottmunism, but persistent. rumours heave it thet it is connected «ith the British 
defence plans for the Middle Hast (Musemerat,1.2.). 


Besides, the Lebsnese. dem-rche,it ig said, was not confined to Sa'udi. Apebde ALONG « 


It, is reported thet the Lebanon had proposed 0 the Ayeb League thet the momber St. tes 
should conclude an iO%3rAreb militery ellience which would prohibit tho signing of 
separcte agreements with non-members States before consilting, and obtcining the convent 
of »the other members snd included «a clw.se calling for the League Cherter to be 
modified accordingly. This report was, however, denied by ‘Azzam and Ricdh Solh (shri, 2961s) 
But this political move is said to heve been followed by an aconomic one. ‘Accordiny to 
"Asses" (29.1,) the Lebanese Govt. suggested to the Lesgue thet a collective commercisl 
agzrooment betwoen the member States be conducted which would provide for («). no 
commerciel treaties lisble to prejudice the interests of the Lossue would bo mide but soen 
them snd non-member States; (t) detormining the sconomic relations betwwon the Lo:;uc 
Stetes and the principles of mitual supply and exchange of goods; (c) defini mn: 
the attitude of the Arab States- towards the énti-Zionist boycott and the dconomic 
policy decided upon by the recent Arab Premiers Conference in Qairo. This move tmey heve- 
“Loon actueted by the widespresd Lebanese dissetisfaction with existing economic rol tions 
with the 4reb Leegue Ststes, as es. result of (a) the boomerang effect of the ..nti- 
Zionist boycott on the Lebaness economy which the "sigter" countries heve consi :tontise-.---- 5 
ismored snd (b) the constent economicfriction -betwoen the Lebanon and her yrie ae 
- noignbour culminating in the present quarrel over the question of rewainin® the 
.froane sree. Those considerations, coupled with the political factors Cote. the, onti- 
British bias of the Marsnites, see issue No.19) may slso heve ultimetely promt 4 
hor to give prea. eet evidence of her solidsrity with Eeypt. 


_an interesting festure gh lend. further support to the aa erase of porta 
feyvptien euthorshiv.of the Areb nereaone eae cbove, are the conclusions fe 
ot by a committee recently set up by the Egypti orgign Ministry for. tho "co-ordination 
of Eeyotian foreign policy”.- This committee hoe ide several times during tho neat three 
weeks end is understood to have Yormulated thw following principles in its report to 
the Ministry: a) The restriction of Evyptian policy té its narrow locesl framework 
emanot rorlise Eeypt's aspirations b) Since Erypt has made tho Arch Lecsuc the exis of 


he rane’) OR 6 | 


eee 
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her policy in the international sren:, she must direct public opinion in Eyypt and 

the neighbouring countries tovards ths unification of the Apab political plans 

and their axternsl problems for the purpose of setting wp an Apeb solidarity bloe vis- 
davis, the foreign Pours in senerael, and Britain in particular. It follows from 

the "eollcetive" policy thet urgent steps should be taken to thwart Britain's attenpts 
to conclude supsrate sgreements with the’ Arab Stetcs end to imbue them with the 
eonviction thet any wreement of. this ncture is but sn axe for undermi,ning the - 
Lesguo Charter end the Apéb bloc policy. The politicul“sxipenetes ccripel Egypt to 
dselers thet she will ‘reject say propos:1 which is not baggy Oby ss joint settiement 

af the relations betweon Britain and tho Areb States. as a whole, eclarction. mast 

‘bo freely endorsed by the Lecce members. Conversely, no members will .sign any 
agroumont hich is not part of « Zener] settlement with Eeypt ond the Arab Baste 
Britain's contention thet she mst be responsible for the security of the Middic 

Beet aannot serve os & basis for an .creement, since the security of this area is the 
sole responsibility. of its peoples, provided they wre given the necessary materisl 
mecns,, and furthormore it depends on the extent of their confidence in Britain 

“nich in turn is dopendent on Britain's willingness to recomnize their claims and 

to remove the restrictions . | om. arms and therGising of this social standers produced’ 
‘oy Britcin'a political domin’ixtion (Difat,29slesee. Esyst} 


.. These principles aré not likely to come es surprise to the rest of Areb States} 
end indead may heve been influenced by previous consult:tions ith them. According 
to "Akher Setet (20.1.) the arsb le:wdears had discussed(st the Premiers ' Conterence} 
the problem of “plecemes1 settlements, ond had decided wyainst them, more spedfically, 
ogcinst.cny military treaty nede beforé Britcin had come to. pn Hie ee eat ee Beypte 


. This new orientation of Eaypt impliea, it would meen, thot she hes finally: 
avspeired of reaching single-handed “satisfactery solution of her problems with 


Britein. and this conviction, we are told by Jon Kimehe (Pal. Post,1.2), is shared 


by the British. ‘It there has ever been a glimmer of hope. for @ compromise, the 
repudiation of the Anglo~ Iraqi Trésty and the fete of its ‘Treqi signatory has 
‘oxtinguished it,as they will doubtless act on Nograshi as a most effective deterrent. 
It is not a question of the terns proposed by Britein, says the "Manchester Guardian”, | 
(quoted by Kutlc,j1-1.) because any terms and ony concessions to Brit<«in will be 
rejected by the Areb People  nd.there are very few Arab lesders whose position 

is go strong that they cen dere to breve thokpcoples' wrath. As « result, Kimche reports 
an alternats plen ia being gredually doveloped. It envisegus formation of a defence 

.-bloe: whieh would include ‘Iraq, Trensjorden, Setudi Arebie and Syria,with Pakistan 

th supplant Eeypt and to assume the luadurship of the bloc; os a consequence, itis 
presumed, neypt would be politicully isolated end its influence in the Apab League © 
wearened.. Significantly onough,the Lebanon his been left out of the scheme (see above}. 
Syris. is.to be won for the new plan. by Britein's abandoning tho Greater Syris 
scheme und Tpensjordan compunseted for the lettcr by changes in her treaty with Britain 
and a morc generous subsidy from tho British Treesurye Mr. Marshull is seid to heve 
given assurances of the fullest Amerienn support for tho schome. 


That such « plen could have beon maintiined in spits of the ‘Iraqi sotback 
presupposes..2 considersble degree of optimism regerding future réletions with ‘Iraq. 
is fer-os treaty reletions vith the four Arsb Stétes specified above are concerned there 
is much to warrant such en cutlook. Aa to Syria, the secretion of her currency from 
the franc (gae Syria), is likely to op-n up a wide ficld of sconomie coope retion 
os withthe eterling-ond-dollsr sro. this, in addition to her hitherto friéndly «ttitude 


towards Britain and the lstters' concessions regerding Greater Syric may very woth se 
snduce her ultimetely (in spite of hor reported refusal, see gbove) to join tho British 
comp. As “& powerful stimulus in this direction mey serve Iba Satud's stund. 

And here things look rethor hopeful for Britains The t:iks which hed originally 

token plece st Riyadh between Ibn S.'ud and tho British Ambassador there, cro atcted 
by Hafez Wehba, the Su'udi Ambassador to London, to bs progressing snd aro. expected to 
continue in London shortly (Misri,3.1e). Regerding Trensjordan Mr, Bevin is cxpected 


te meet the wish of the former's gf eee ee for a generel revision of the sanglo~ 
Transjordan Treety, as voll es of its military annex (Re,3e2e)+ Thus c situction mcy 
bs orented soon vhereby Treg would be surrounded by a ring of British cllies 
powerfully backed by the UsSens Mi 


-3- 
EGYPT 


External Situation a rr ee As 6 eek. 
‘The Eeyptian press agrees almost unanimously that the ‘Iraqi’ flesco.hes for 


'. the time being: ruined the chancos for resuming.. Anglo-Feyptian negotiations. 


..The press continues to oxtol the "rovolutionary movement" of the 'Iragi peopl, 
"who hays foiled the Imperialistic designs of Britokn" (Ahram,28.1; Zaman, 29-1; 


.. . Mussamarat ,1.2.ete.). "Rose sl-Youssof" (28.1,.) simply assorts that politics 
~~ gireles in Eeypt rojoiccd at tho British failure, beceuse they hed fcared they would 


‘have to follow 'Ireq's cxample. "Misri” (28.1.) carriod a report thet 5 racontly 
 gstablished “committec for co-ordinating Reyptian forcign policy", hesdod by Kemil 
Abdur-Rehim, Undor-Sceretary for Forcign Affairs hed: decided smons other things to 
.. recommend & mors closer:co-ordination of tho policy of tho Arab Lezguo Stctes, 
_ designed to "frustrste tho British plans of contracting separate trestios with tho 
Arab States". Although in the following dey the Forvign Ministry published sn cxpress | 
_donisl of this report (Misri,29.1+), it seoms thet the E¢yption Govornmont vicws with © 
disfavour ény immediate resumption of the negotiations, as long 538 such negotiations 
could be construcd as an acceptaneeof the British demands for s common defonco 
. scheme. There wore reports thet the UseS. was supporting Britsin ond opposing 
unconditional withdrawal (Akhbsr al-You,24.1.), that wore donied by 4 British 
Foreign Office spokesman (Misri,3l.1le}. a ee 


Tn this connoction, it sholt?d be noted: that some prominent personalitics 
_like Hafez Remadan, ‘Aziz el-Mcsri, ‘Ali 'Allube havo openly declared that Egypt 
should st present join*neithor of the two world blocs and in the event of war should. 
romein neutral. Masri added that she could ultimetcly join ths atronger bloc, 


vs while Saleh Harb advoceted « pro-Western oricntation dependent on complete 


evacuation, “otherwise wo might even join tho dovil"™ (Kher Sa's,29.1; Mussawar, 
30.1.) . Objection to « special treaty with Britain on the ground thet it would 
naturclly be construed by Russia as dirvcted against hor, woro voiced by”. 
 “Musawwar" (23.1.2). Mahrmd Ghannen, Doputy-Secretary of the Wafdyevon steted that 
Esypt should orientate its policy in the light of the stand taken by the Powors 

in considering the case before the Security Council, Gg. 2 tentative sugecstion 
of a pro-Ruasias attitude, whoress "Sawt tl-Umma" (31.1.) ettecked tho Governmont 
_ for participating in the Hawaria Keonomie Conferences which is reguerded us "on 
-edditionel step towards joining the western blocs. ee 


.. °.. The céutious romarks ‘of Sir Ronald Gampbell, who returned te Beypt on the 
30th January, further confirms the view thet negotiations Will not bs resuméd in 
the noar future. He said thet his task was to remove difficulties preventing 
= finsl egresment and thet Mr. Bevin still. hoped that such on sgrecment was 
_ possible. He had now como to convey to Heypt the opinion of London on this meatier 
efter he hed fulfilled the corresponding task in London. Put members of his 
entourage declared that it was highly improbable that negotiations would be resumed 
in.the near future (Misri,3l.l.). 


Britain _Raplies to Eeyptian Note on Sudan py 
"The constitutional future of the Sudan remains therefore the only problom 
on which direct Anglo-Eeyptian contactexists. "Zaman" reported on the 29th that 
“ta note contsining the British reply to the recent Reyptian note on tho constitwtional 
‘reforms in tho Sudan had boon delivoted to ‘amr in London and forwardod by Tim 
to tho Egyptian Government. The paper assorts thet the British hed stcted in this 
note thet "since the Sudanese Government could not again. postpone its scheme 
of "Sudanization" in conformity With tho domands of the Sudaneso people, tha schome 
would be submitted tc the Sudanese advisory Council in its forthcoming session in 
Merch. The British however proposed the foymatkon of 2 committee composed of tao 
British and two Egyption mombers, neither,of whom was to bo sn official, to study 
this schome and suggest modificutions which would te-submittod to the Advisory 
Council. Tho Governor-General would be requested to consult the British and the 
Egyptian Governments before taking politicsl,, constitutional and international 
_ steps. This has been generally confirmed. by "Misri" (1.2;2.2.) whose roports 
do. not.-contain the last provision but add that tho Governor-General himself should 
formulate a new scheme, to be sibmitted to the combinod commission, the non- 
official character of: which was stressod« : ae 


re el 
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If these reports are rey end they correspond to. ae British reaction 
describing the Eryptian proposals as “irreal and too. fer-roaching,” Tiable to impods 


the implementation of the whole schomo” (Economist, Abram, 26.1a),. then the Beye 


.., proposal’‘set fOrth in their last note .havo not been met at all, but the door hes beon 
jo left open for further negotiations. It shoulk'be borne in mind stoo, that be. wors 


unconfirmed reports that Erypt has also. proposed the formatian of a mixed committee 


- that: would inelude Sudanese a cEreno tae to" study the’ various suggested sohomas e- 


The fact that a: British roply to the Eg. egyptian. norti on the. constitutional 


treed thst. the aol body of. the Cabinet Was: studying it. Canons 2, ). Meiaed " 


alt °2.) reports this matter will be the main topic of the forthcoming talks botwoon 
~Nograshi end Campbe il, Londoneircles are optimistic about the outcomo of thoso talka. 


Noqrashi has again stated his coneilia tary policy in this respect, whon, in answoring 


_interpellations in ‘the’ Chefber on, the Sudanese problem he ‘accepted full responsibility 
for the Egyptd an Government's. complete support of Sudanese golf-governmont and 
‘Tailed to indicate the Government! is attitude. ‘to the Sudanese Governor-Gencral ' 8 


recent ‘snti-Eeyptian steps (Abrain, 26.1. e fe 


‘Trade. Talks wit a Russia | 


. A Russien trade mission, ere by Me Msn shoKaee: Deputy Commissar for Foroign 
Trade, is now conducting talks in Gatro. There. was 2 great desl. of proliminary 


_ contact in November-Decomber 1947 (Misri,27+1; Asses,3@.1., soc also our issuc 


14 (41)), till.the official Russian dolegetion finally arrivod,. on the 24th Jonuery 
(Misri, ob.ls )s Nograshi in roply to-s question raised in the Senate by a Wafdist 
Senator, regarding the severance of trade relations between Eeypt and Russia, 

stated that the Epyptian Govornment did not spare efforts ‘to. strengthen economic 
relations with other: states, among them Soviet. Russia. | "Misri™ had proviously 

( 24.1.) published an erthce? aa on the Coverntions te foster. trade Eero. 


with Russiae 


The eee ere willing to ah about: 100, O00 tons of, ‘Reyptd en oe stenlo 
cotton, whereas Egypt is mainly, interested in Russion vheet, owing to the serious 
wheat shortage (goo. cur last issu@No. 18 (45)).s Egypt will receive about 150,000 
tong and there were also reports thet the Soviots might supply barley, wood and 
paper if demands for Russian kerosine Yrercfused (Miri, 26.1;27.1; Assns,30. i, )e 
The main difficulty encountered in these talks is tho Fixing of the prices of 
goods. te. be delivered by both sides. Since the cotton is valued at much Ror 


‘than the wheat, RuS&isie will have to pay an additional sum to Egypt. There Leo 


differences that must be reckoned with in tho currency exchange (J. d'i.1.23 
Misri,29.1.)s There are also reports that Egypt is about to sign a financial 
agreement with Rumania. Since Eryptian debts in Rumania wers frozen, during the war, 
Egyptian importers from Rumania were required to deposit 30% of their paymentato 


 Rumanie in Beypt. This stete of affairs has. considerably: hampered trade betweon 


the two countries. The new opreement would sottle these accounts snd cneourage 
mutual trade (Misri,17.1.). It is reported that Eeypt has sent an envoy to Bulynria 
to prepare for restoration of normal. relations ‘betweon the two countries (Misri,12.1l.)« 
"Abram" (29.1.) reports thot Yugoslavia will sell 20.000 tons of maize to. Rgypt. 
This would considersbly improve the grave food situation thet oxists in Eypte 


oe Tyade talks with Norway have broken dowmm. The Norvegians asked for cotton in 


: Cabral. Dele Se PASE Rg, eS SAT Te ee ak | eat eda A 


return for the sale of fish... whereas was eve elie domanded wood and papor 


i ; 
The | Egyptian Government has. Aenciy demanded the ee panetna. within &. peer 
months period of Polish and Yugoslav troops stationed in thé Canal Zono by the 


. British (Abram, 2Bela)s These troops had been thers evor since. the war and have 


refused to bé repatriated. ‘The Egypti an Government had protested strongly ta’ 

Mr. Chapman-~Andrews against retaining them in FEeypt (AsP., 2801.) Although London 

did not confirm these reporta “ANA (29.1.). disclosed that the first steps to ovacucting 

them were actually being teken.. There wero 600 Yugoslavs there, six of whom arc 

wanted by the Yugoslav Government as war criminals. Both the Polos snd the Yugoslava- 
are of course opponents of the present regime in those countries (Ahram,l.2.). 

"S awt al-Ummea" (31. 1.) demands an official statement on the matter. 
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. The. Egyptian suthorities sean to be much concerned by the spreading O, 
Sng b | is described, &s ““Comuunist ide sas"in ‘the country. The. social unrcst. whi: sh 

' prevails non in Egypt.is apparently, ‘cleverly: exploited by. leftist eroups« -In 
Parliament , é deputy urged the. Governmont to chock the rising cost, of ‘living in 
order, to avoid the spreading of Communist principles, (Sewt, 21-Umms,20.1.). it 
. appeers, however, that. Communist ‘principles..have alrocdy spreod to soveral citi: 
“of the populstion. | Evon, in London, left ving activitios of Egypticn student: 


”  geported,. end the Feyptic ~n Anbaasador WES. requested. by his Government.."to tris 


- 2etion” (B.G..,26. 12. 4])}-. The:- -Reypta an: Government is. roported considering the- 

introduction of an. amond ment to: the oriminel logislation in order to pormit, t:. 
; punishment of Communist clements. (Mussawer, 30. 1l.)« Duc to the leck of propor 
legislation, slleged Commnists srrosted have so fer boon reloased cftor thoir 
_ef6e8 wors brought. to the Cours. bo 


; “Despite | press compaien: beuneene bee thet comin ones is in pane oe 
to Islam. (Kutlse,16.1.), thoro wore sovercl reports thet it hag spread to the 
religious Azher faculty (Rose: ol-Yussef, 28.1. ) 5. Whi Lo. othor reports disclosa tht 
_ #studonts in tho Beyer en a hod shoutod "Gommenisa. above ae 
~ (Mussaws, ar 30. le}e ee a 


“tho ‘stronghold of Courminism in Eeypt scetis howover to bo contorod in 
industricl workers of.tho Mehalla cl-Kobra textile manufacturos. A fow days before 
tha elections of tho Mchalle tredo unions committoes were due, tho Under Sgerct: ry 
of Social Affairs. and the Diroetor of Public Seeurity hold a moeting. to eee 
the situation in. Mohalla ol-Kobre (Ahram,16,1.). Following that mooting,. polic 
and sxrmy contingents woro sent to Nchalle ol-Kobra cand wide scarchos, "for. .. 
‘Conmunists" woro carricd, out. Asa result, : 60 workers worc. roported: to, have. ace 

_ arrosted end. a .considoreblo: amount of Communist propaganda - matorial. elloged « 
have beon seizod (Sawt el-Umma,23.1.). Tho searchos. and arreste continued. ae 
days afterwards »ybringing tho total numbor of workers arrested to 72 (Sewt cl- 
Umma, 251s). Thoy will cll be. brought to trial chargod with porpotreting "activitios 
cdming. at overthrowing the DroEOne sonst aeons soar (Sewt ol-Urma, 25.1.) 


a ees oe SUDAN 
Nile Valley Romains United, = 

bad The split among the pro~ “Uelty-08 the Wile Valley pe rthos sdatendes (geo. 

our issue No.15(42)). Attempts were made by. an Egyptian deputy visiting the oatun 
(Ahram, 5.1.}, a body. of independent, ‘leaders (Ahram,7.1.) and by the Students | 
Union (Misri,17.1.} to:bridge the gulf between the Ashiqqa ‘and the Graduates! 
Congress which is dominated by the Ashiqqa: party cnd betwooen the othor throc, 
Foderalist parties: the Fodcrelists, the Liberals and the Unity of tho Nils feLhey 
party. But all these attemptsfailed bootiase’ thd two sidgs could not agrco on the 
composition of the now: body which was to. diroet the activitics of. tho united’ 
.front,:.nor could they sgroe on the re constructed Sudanese delogetion in Hey.t, 
which now is composed only of; reprosentetivesof the Ashiqqa- and ons ‘indopondunt 
member — Ahmad Kheir, who.opposcs their policy (Tho-Ashiqqa. generally: BED RORY 
Nugecend) while eyinclng, pecaiendret pe oonnee: (Abr ain, 9. 1. oe 


a Both Seace also. difforea | on tho. eompotence of the new ease the, Ashig':. 
_» demending that.,the political function. of ; tho GreduatesConvention,. "the. cradlo 
of tho movement", should :be- meintainad, ; while the other threc. partics domandcd — 
thet. the: new, body should be ompowored te meke. political decisions .(Misri, Lael; 2-1.) 
. Both sides. are. unwilling to. compromises; the Ashiqqa who cre the largest. party: 
“Bro. unwilling to forgo, their dominant position, while the other parties ere 
determined to refuse any proposal. .which would give the Ashiqqa a majority in 
the now bodies to be constituted. Thoy aseuse this party and its: loader Tsmy.' ii. 
al-Azhari, of having monopolised all oxternal political ee Et vettS of tho pro- 
ees ‘Nile Valloy movomont (Mierd, oe 1;22.1.). 


Pia) Lt “‘Moenwhilo the Ashigga: oe egein peeved ied hola on: Pe (Grodueecs 
Fry Convention es indiested -by the rosults. of the -election.to its. locel branchoss 

, Thoy emerged with a completo victory (Kutla,20.1;30.1.).. In the pro-Unity of Milo . 
Valloy movemont this party hes remsined dominant, 
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Properstions for Legislative Assombl 

The Sudanese Governmont continuss. to meke actual -propérations: for the 

elections of the Legislstivé Ass joably provided for in the now constitutional schene 
for the Sudeny ‘although no-fidal agreoment has ‘as yet been reeched botwosn Eeypt 
and Britain ‘on this - ‘netter {-so9 ‘above}. The. Council | ‘of the Northorn Districts has 
alroady taken actuel- stops in propéretion for tho eBetions and the’ choico of 
‘cundidatus . (Misri, 13.13). The Public RoletionsOffice of the Sudanasc Government 
has announced that tha. district governors ‘ars consulting local Isaders snd officers 
on the elections (Sawt el-Ummes »19.1.). These governors were instructed to prepare 
suggested mottiods of indirect slections for rural districts, and for the district of 
Derfur, Condidstes had already beén. nominated | (Misri,25. 1s)e'"Kutle" (29.1,) sven 
/réported thet Nograshit ‘had. asreed to these steps and thet the Independents | he .d definitel: 
dequced to perti cipate in. the» Rupe aot Foderslists possibly, alsos . 

The fedepanaanee 3 Front has Venuver publi'shed a statement in which ee demand 
several modificstions in the, constitutional scheme prepsrod by the Sudanose 
administration béefors ‘they’ could’ séree to’ ‘partied pate in the Legislative Asseubly. 
Theydemand that the Assembly should represent’ both the Northorn and ‘the Southern pert 
of the Sudan: The ‘oxecutive’ council which: should include: Sudanese should be 
rosporisible to’ the Assembly. ‘after threo years the condominium should be > permanently 
termincted and the Sudancse be free te determine their destiny (ANA, 25.1 Je 
Theso domands are voy. similar to the mottos domands submitted by Egypt. 


| While the ‘Tndocouasute: are thus etl roserving their comments and the 


. pro- Staite of Nile Valley supporters have declared they would” boycott the Assembly, 


the two religious factions, the followérs' of, the Mahdi fsmily - the Ansar ,.and the 
followers of Mirg-hank:. tha: Khetiemiya,. are “Heported: to be roedy to participate 


- in the. Sloctionss But. their ~piiticipation : ‘daponds on tho new "Assembly. ‘really 


constituting a. Parliomentary: body" (gait. ‘al-Ummea ,9's1; ‘Ahram, 20.1.2). Since tho two 
factionsare. more important. ‘La: the: whole: of thé Stidan than thé politicel BOTe2O8) 
which Ere Zaper any any in the ue) pest ouguesy: may bo coosere® 


& Asioeation of the anpportees of she Mahdi family is now tour ike: the ‘wostorn 
-Suden where most of the inhabitants arc their followers. The tour was’ undertaken 
as soon as the Government lifted the ben imposed on the family 30 years sgo 
prohibiting thoir visiting thet cres (Ahrem,23.1.). Western Sudan is vory important, 
its inhobiteants numbering 3 millions out..of.6-7 million inhabitant of the Sudan. 
This visit is only & preparatory stop to tho visit of Sir Abdur Rehman al-Mahdi © 
“himself. Importanes_is*~placed on the fact thet Sir Robert Howe. simultaneously 
is-visiting this area (ibid.). These -ictivitiss may be connected: with preparctions 
for the Levislative Assombly,for the Fodoralists have: also demanded 
permission to. visit this: erga (Ahrett,18s1.). "Mussemaret al-Jeib"™ (1.2.) reported 
that the pro-Unity bodics contemplate & séries of visits to the verious parts of tho 
country for the purpose of “conducting “p Seals to peyeoy: the Assembly. 


Resction to mooted Anglo -Beypté an Tglks 
The reactions to the mooted deel yin preliminary talks on the Sudan 


are gencrally unfavourable. The pro-Eeyptian parties are against Egypt's coneessions 


to the Unity of the Nile Valley scheme (Ahram,11.1; Sewt al-Unims,30.1.), whereas 

the Independents fear that the. céncessions"will be ot -the.cost of the Sudan", thereby 
prolonging the condominium.indefinitoly.' They have deméfided an invitetion +0 the telks 
end preposed the formation of 2 s united body to be representctive of the country 
(Ahram,16.1.).. The represcntetive’ of ' the: indopend:ent Umma party Ya.'qub: Uthman has 


“ scoordingly” returned te Lotidon to..wetick tho developments: (Abr om, 17. sie). The Inde. 


pendence front has olso notified Mr. “Bowinand : Noqrashi that any sgreoemont -whiek-would 


ignore Sudenese Independence would ‘not ‘be récognizod (ANA, 25.1.). The Sudenese 


Government hss hovever re-affirmed thet.the Sudsnsse would be consulted prior to 
the taking of o finel decision (Ahrém,27.1.). The feilure of the Mragi troaty 
has thus been wolcomed by all parties eanee paed yee & gerious impediment to anglo- 
Egyptien talks Phen 28. 1. eye 


There Ara seteaabing saneve. OW “thé: eee ccut attitude to Heypt of the 
Independents. "Mussawar" (9.1.) allegod that they persisted in demanding complete 
reparstion from Eeypt, whereas othér reports maintain (Ahram,14.1; Assas,31.1.) 
that the presont Egyptian policy supporting the gr ranting of wide aCif_povocntsnt 
to-the Sudanese, as ponents Tae: ey Peaecshe: On many < cocasions (for the lest one 
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“soe chove) has crested emongst then many sympathies for Egypt. This fact has boon - 

stressed by Nograshi too who indiceted his satisfsetion with the success of the nor 
E-yptien policy towards the Sudan (Ahrem,28.1.). "“Kutle! (31.1.) roported. thst tho 
Independents heve construddthis policy to be an abandonment of tho demand for the 
immediate Unity of the Nile Valley and the recognition by Egypt of the Suden's right 
of self-determination. The mouthpicce of the Umma party has ettacked the British 
for their “false imporialistic support of the Sudaneso Independence Front which is 
motivated by ulterior selfish aims" (Sawt al-Unma,2@]ele). All in all, it seems that 
the’ Egyptian policy has somewhat succeeded in allaYing the foars of the Independents 
thet Egypt wanted to dominate tho Sudan, and this success has been stressed several 
times by Nogreshi. On the other hand, the objection of tho Unity of Nile Vallcy . 
parties to this policy will only serve to strongthen Egypt's position, since it can 
now be claimed that she demands less for horaelf in the field of immediate Unity 
with the Suden, than to the political bodies in the Sudan. All thse matters will he 
clerified when the new dovelopmonts of the Sudanese question (see above } will become 
mo rd clear. ° 


Railway Workers: Stege Warn: trike 
On the 26th January the Sudanese railway workers staged a three day warning 
strike, after their domands for increased wages had been refused by the Government. 
411 communications: wero disrupted and Egypt was severed. from the Sudan. Thore was 
no postsl service either (Ahrom,27,28e1.). Although the workers occupiod the 
promises, thore wero no disturbances, and on the 29th work was resumed (Ahrem;30e6l.e). 
Trade-unions in the Sudan cre generally not recognized and this factor has couscd 
much unrest among the workers. In the lest yoar the Government refused the domend 
of the railway workers ~ the bulk of Sudenese workers - to recognize their umion. 
The workers stuck and the Governmont wes obliged to recognize their union. Their 
demands for increased wages was howevor refused but they were promised thet the 
matter would bo re-considered at the end of February (Zsaman,3l.1.). The workors 
" heve threatened. to go on strike Sad sea netely if this ro-consideration should f: Li 
to moot their demands. 


YRI LEBANON 


Separation of Currency. it 


The effectsof Syria's withdrawal from Vie franc areca will be more 25 AeOeEN IG: 
by far in Lebanese-Syrian than in Franco-Syrian relations. While tho-links botwoun 
Syria and France have long: since beon limited to the téchnical attachment. of ths 
Syrian pound :to the French franc, the very basis of the Syrian-Lebanese "common 
intcrosts" is stultified -by the separation of Syria's currency from that of Lebanon. 


Following the devaluation of the franc a speedy settlement of the relationa 
between the three countires'’ currencies was imperative in order to forastell gross 
_ speculetion. The French fixed the lst Februsry as the ultimate daté for winding- 
“up nogotiations and signing an agreement. The Syrian Government asked 15 additionel 
deys in en effort to mitigate the economical and cultural concessiongdomanded by 
France in return for the guarantee of the Syrian-Lebanese currecny, g t the Fronch 
insisted on the lst February (Ahrom,2.2.). After two mectings betwoon Syrian end 
Lebanese Presidents and Governments on the 2/th and the 31st January - ct which 
time the Syrians veinly tried to persuade the Lebanese to join thom in rejecting 
the French proposals, it was formally announced in the eveming of the 31st January thet 
Syria withdrew from the frene area as from the lst. _Fobruary and would. institue n 
"netional currency" to be issued by "astional | bank", 


_Aecording to tho provisional sp eoomsae cf the 26th January — immedintely after 

the franc devaluation ~ the Lebanese pound rotained its former valuo in respéct 

to the pound sterling and dollar (iso., 883 Lobenese plastres to £1, and 219 to 

Aa), tho frane equivalont thereby being incressed by & per cont, ince, from 54 to 
O97 frones to LLel. Whethor the French accordinglyinereased the erate cover of tho 
Lebanese currency wes another question, which could bo answored only when the 
provisions of the new Frenco-Lebanese agreement (duc to be signod noxt week by tho 
Lobanese Foreign Minister who is now in Paris - "Ahrom",2.2.) are made public. 


wy zu 
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The reasonsfer the differing reactions of Syria and Lebanon are obvious.’s 
Syria was actuated by the deep rooted hatred to Franee rether than by purely economical 
considerations. .But apart from such an sntegonism, Syria was by far better abls 
than. the Lebanon to’ renounce the becking. of the French Treasury. Whereas the Fob non | 
is meinly on import country, Syric. exports. c considerable number of itoms, particularly 
. sgricultural products, end cen therefore, toe cortsin extent, cqualizc the Lack 
_., of gold-and hard currency nocesery to guarantees a solf-meintained currency. 
ta the bebanon, on’ the othor hand, the loss of France's. guarantee would immedi: tely 
-enteil a sweeping inflation with incalcuhable results. During tho Syrian-Leb: nove 
negotiations,.prior to tHé ‘announcement of Syria's withdrawal, the Syrians promasu 
that the economical resources of both countries should be merged ,and ths herd. 


currency equally distributed (Misri,.1.2). The Lebanese, however, wore distinelircd 


_ to enter upon this arrangetiont in view of Syria's unencouraging attitude towards 
.., the Lebanon during former crises.’ : 


: As. it now stands, tho Syricn Govornment vintends to set up « National Benk 
(with the shares to be held oither by both the Government snd inhabitants, or 
exclusively by the Government), which will heave the privilege of issuing currensy. 
Forty per cont. of the paper currency is to bo guareiiteed in-gold (Misri,1.2.), and 

the..rest "by s hoalthy export-import policy" (AP,1.2.). It appears, howver, _ 
thet there is e good deal of confusion among Syrian statesmen with regard to tho 
now stetus of Syrien curroncy, ond as late as the 26th January, Prime Minister 
Jamil Mardan declared thet the Syrien ‘pound could easily dispense with Franéc's 
backing since it wes guaranteod by the Internstioncl Monotary Fund... (Hayat, 
27]ele)ie (The paper money circulation in Syria having been about. L§.200,000,000 - 
_ .equivelent to, almost .100,000,000 dollars — snd Syria's contribution te the Fund 
_, being 6,500,000 dollars, the Fund, consequently, could guarantee only some 
_ :L8.4,000,000 of her paper money jive. onc-fourth of the amount deposited by Syrine } 
gs oe Qn the other hand, "Sharg", reported on the 27th January that 
_Syria,will ask America to borrow gold from har to be guarantecd by Syrian Govern 
. ment Zandg, Whatever the caso, Syria is honeoforth moro than-over dopoendent on 
~~" the goodwill of Americs. She will further be confronted with the semo problom 
which Egypt foces, keoping locsl gold from "flocing™ abroade’ . 


The economicul relations botwoon Syria tnd the Lebanon will heve to 
undergo a sweeping revision following the soperction of the two countriog' 
currencics. Ones the uniformity of currency, which -formed the basis ef the 

_ Common Interésts Convention, is abrogated, it is hardly imaginsble that other 
_ provisions - such as .a-common customs systom and freé trensports: between the 
two countries .--éould bo maintained, In feet, the validity .of the Common Interosts 
Convention expired on the lst January, 1948, but was extended: for three: months 
,, More pending the scttlement of the issuo with France. 


The political implications of the mew situation cannot as yot be indicated. 
The Syrian Minister in Paris expressed to "Ahram" (2.2.) his confidence that thy 
~ political relations between Syria and Lebanon would not be prejudiced by their: 
economical seperétion, On ths other hand, "Misri" (1.2:) reports from Boirut - 
thet the signing of a Franco-Lebanesé Agroemont is considered thers as a victory 
..,0f the pro~French oloments ands defaset of the pan-Arab (ipso facto, anti~Froeneh} 
,cirelos, now at the helm. re a: 3% ; Ai 


-TRANSJORUAN ” 


2. Anglo-Transjorden Telks. Begin = | Te eee ee | : 
“On the 26th January the Trens jordan “delegation and the British Forcign oe 
Secretary began talks for tha revision of the Anglo-Transjordan Treaty of 1946. 
. The Transjordan delegsetes are reported to have expressed their desire to revise 
the military appendix to the Treaty, end the British to have show their willincness 
to listen favourebly to the Transjordén domands (Ahram, 27.1.). Bevin, who was © 
-apperently upset by his 'Iragi setback, rosumed his. intorrupted vaestion =fter tho 
first interview, leaving Forcign Office officials to continue tho telks.. Tha 
Trensjordan delegation felt that it hes arrived in London at a particularly critical 
time owing to the complication that had occurred ‘ith reference to the 'Iragi | 
question. (Ahrem,27.1,). It appears obvious thet tho dolegction wantod to discuss 
more than military matters, as first reported, and that its main objcet would be to 
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secure to Tpansjordan, ‘through on entirély new agreement with Britrin, « stetus . 
similer to thet enjoyed ‘by other Arch States. Official British circles wore 
therefore not surprised when Tawfig Abul-Huda suggested that it. was his intenticn to 
rovise the whole Anglo-Tpansjordson Treaty together with its annexes (ANA,2].1.). 
Tho Trensjorden delegation was evon reported to heave had o dreft treaty reedy 
(R., 28. la), 98 ao basis of discussion. 


Preliminary talks to this effect, it: iistbecn di aclosed; were hottad, ss 
the Transjorden delegation eneouritered difficulties’ in convinding ‘the Britt gh 
of the soundness of their claims (ANA,3.1l.). ‘Tawfiq Abul-Huda seems to have adopted a 
very firm. stand and to have been ready to return to ‘Amman without reaching an 
ee roouent rethor than sacrifice the essontial Trans jordan demands (ANA,31.1.). 
M cen nlso be assumed that the Transjordah Premier wished above all to ovoid signing 
~ Troety dostined to undergo the same fatto cs: tho new Anglo-'Iraqi pact, espe oi ally 
as strong opposition to the talks had already boen voiced by Transjordan Pe 
refugees and: students in Damascus. The latter had, cebled to:King ‘Abdullah thst 
tho Transjordan dolegation did not represent the Tronsjordan people, who wantad 
regl independence, completo British evacuation and the revision of the Constitution 
(ANA,25.1.). At any rate the argument put forward by the Trans jgrdan gole 
in’ London in favour of the complete revision of the Troaty with Britain wos thet 
‘gome clauses, especially those ollowing Britsin to station, troops. anywhore in. 
Troms jordans, "hed influenced the Russians ain vetoing Trans jordan adnaigsion tho 
the. Use" (Re, 28el0) 6 


It was iebesiy? felt uy the ausnaneaee aoiseses! thet Bevin would hogitats to 
roject the Tpansjordean domands at a moment when her plans. to leunch « new treaty 
systom linking’Britain with the’ Arab World (R.,28.1.). In view of tho importance » 
of the talks, it was reported that he would toke over the entire question from tha 
Foreign Office officials (ANA,31.1.). It is worthwhile mentioning a comment by 
ANA pointing out: thet Bevin's pro-Areb policy would render him telrcnt in digcuusing 
tho Trensjorden demanda and thet "he would not entertain & policy which tmey crcuae 
the woakening of the Arab hoogue structure" (ANA, 27« 1. ). 


According: to various press reports | tho talks eee since the 26th 
of January botween the ‘two delegations deal with tho position of the Ayab Logion, 
the Middle East situation and Palestine (ANA,27.1.). Two major problems around 
which the tclks were supposed to contre were the future of the British-controlled 
Ayob Logion end financial role tions batwoen the two States (ANA, 32 i. )s The 
_Trensjordan Premier also disclosed etn pross conforénce that one of the subjocts 
of the @iscussions’ was "Bovin's proposel for ¢ joint Middle East Defence Board 
“in which Transjordan was to participate" (Rs, 27. 1.). This was one of the 
important modifiestiongs Britain wanted to include in the Trecty under revision 
(ANA, 30.1.). 
a The question of the on Logion eal sparen ely an internal affair botwoon 
-*  G@lubb Pasho ond the British Governmont. Talks between Glubb and the War. Office, 
it was believed, would result in the return of the’ Arab” Legion to Transjordan 
territory (R. & PTA,2Z/.1.), although Tawfig Abul-Huda offirmed that "it is premature 
to say what tho Logion will do aftor tho British withdrawal". He mode it clecr, 
however, thet the command of the Legion after, tho British withdrawal would be 
trasforred to the General Command in Transjorden (ANA,27ele)«  Roports that the 
chief. question discussed with regard to the Arob Legion was whether the forces should 
be placed under ‘the control of the Ar ab- Loague or remain’ oxclusivoly ot King 
" 'Abdullch's disposel (P.P.,29.1.), wore not authoritatively confirmed. It is 
highly probable that the question of: the Logion has boen settled with Glubb Prshay, 
who was reported to be making preparations to roturn to ‘amm an (Ahram, 26 2e)s 
The Transjordan delegation, however, has presumably. heard Britsin's views on tho 
probablo outcome of the eurrent conflict in Palestins ‘end, according to tho “Palostine 
Post" correspondert in London, tho impression gainod is that ‘Amman will retcin, some 
latitude regarding Partition but will be asked to ‘cooperates more closoly with the 
Loague on larger issues (P.P.,29.1.). This view is partly confirmed by a stetonont 
by the Tronsjordan Premier thet "part of the Apeb Legion wil] bo withdrewn whon the 
British ovecucte™ (AP, 26.14 he and thet "the Areb Loegue has not yet docided to uso 
its ermios in Palestine. This also epplies to tho .Arab Logion™ (ANA,27.1.). 


Poa 


a 
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Tho future Trensjordon attitude with rogerd to Palestine ‘is still obscurc'h< 
The -Tycnsjorden Premicr's statement thatthe Tpansjordon Government will sot in 
conformity with the Apab League's resolutions to oppose Partition " (ANA, 27sl.), 
is vogue ond obviously. meant for Apab consumption, as it is inconsistent with King 
‘Abdullsh ts declared policy for & Grecter Transjordan if not with that for 's 
Grostor Syria. -_ a - a= : . 
TRAD 
Sloh Jabr's Gsbingt Resigns . ote © ta ah 
The bloody demonstrations which followed the announcatient of the signing 
_ in London of a new Anglo~'Iragi treaty, wore resumed on a large scale whén Saleh 
Jabr returned to Baghdad from London. Those demonstrations, of teng of thousands 
of -psople,. seem to heve been :-the main factor in the ‘Iraqi Cobinot's rosignation. 
' Saleh Jobr. attempted to the. Tagt minute to remain in Government. On. the day 
of his arrival he issued a statemont sxplaining thet he has oimed ot e révision of 
‘the tresty in: such « wey as -to fulfil the country's netional aspirations (ANA, ®7.1.). 
As the demonstrations -dengerously apresd, ho sskod the Rogent to sign a decreas enforcing 
martial law (Misri,31.1.).., He also attempted to justify the new Pact reachod with 
‘Britain. Seoret documents, it was alleged, woro showm by the Foreign Offiec to tthe ° 
ATraqi delegetion. These documents. proved thet Russie intends to launch armod 
attskes during the current yoer on Greeco and Turkey, Iran and the Middle Best end 
On Western Surope (Akhbar al-Yom,3l.el.). It was only when thoy saw the secret 
dosuncnts, that the .'Irsqi delegates approved to sign the proposed treaty providing 


for joint defence between Britein.and "Iraq: (ibid.).° With’ the aam@e purpose: °- 

in mind the former 'Iregi Defenee'Minister also disclosed thet Britoin had, immsdictely 
after the signing of the treaty, supplicd ‘Iraq with the first consignment of military 
moterial as sgreed in-the new Pact (ibid.). The argument of. the Joint Defonee 

Board, invoked. by partisans of the Treaty, was in feet: tho main-reason for its - 
‘rejection by Opposition.leaders. An explanatory statement to this effect was issucd 

by the Notional Democratic Party (left-wing) and published by several Eeyptian 
newspapers. 5 ae ? “ 


As amater of fact the popular, movement against the new Treaty has ‘been. 

extremely violent. Despite being machine-gunned by the police; the Baghdad 

demonstrators armed with sticks and stones, and some firearms sot fire to several 

Government buildings and attempted to roach Seleh Jabr's housc. Tro Cabinet Ministera, 
one identified as tho Minister -of Social Affeirs, wore fircd at but ascaped * 

© injuries (AP»,27ele). 0 oH | 


~" When it became apperent thet the demonstretions could not be checked, the 
Rogent called « conference of the Premier and othor political leaders, following 
Which Saleh Jabr tondered his resignation, Previously the President of the Chamber 
of Deputies and 34 members of the Chamber resigned in protest to the Government's 
attitude in dealing with the anti-British demonstrations. The Regent rofused to sesopt 
their resignation. , oe 


the Cebinet resignation wes announced in © broadeast by the Regent himself, 
Baghdad redio playod records of 'Iregi songs of independence and the crowd ‘danced 
all night in the streets (AP. & Re,2]Jels). Sa 
The: New 'Iregi Gobinet A = hes 

*. The, new 'Tragi Cabinet. was formed on the e9th January under the Premiership of 

“Mokenmed ‘al-Sadr, ia former President. of the Senate, who wes described as a "modorste", 
In-fact, he is a Shi'ite. religious leader, Wielding great infludiise ‘over tho foneticel 
Shi'ite 'Ulemse cirdes. He played « role in the 1920 anti-British riots, but was 
never much outstanding in the building up of ‘the "Iraqi state and its polities] life. 


The Cabinet, which hes a pronouncéd right-wing tendency, includes three former 
Premiers, two members of tho Parliamentary ‘opposition and ono member of the Istiglel 
Party (UP., AP, & Re, 29016). The ministers aro: Foreign Affairs: Hemdi Pachechi , 
former Prime Minister, considered 23 extremist, Interior: Jemil Madfa'i, portisen 
of ‘Iraqi-British cooperation, but in opposition to the Nuri’ Sa'id fection. Defenos: 
‘ar ShadUmori,..former Premier and president’ of the ‘Iraqi delegetion in San Freneisco, 
known for the cruel suppression of left-wing. snd Domeeretie-Libsral sroups during 
his torm,1946. Zdueetion: Muhammad Ridh® ash-Shebibi, leeder of the opposition in 
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ithe Chamber of Deputics. Finanes: Sodeq el-Bassom, Senate Vice-President. Secicl 
“Affeirs: Najib ar-Reawi, Prosident of the ‘Iraqi Bar. Economics: Mustafa ol-'Unari; 


Justice: ‘Umer Nazmi. Supply: Muhammad Mahdi Kubbeh, leader of the extrome right- 

wing Istiqlal party. Communicctions. and Work: Jalal Baban. Ministers without 
portfolio: Deud ol-Haidari, Nosrat glsFyrisi and Mohammad .Hebib Chief of the Rabi's 
Tribes (Ahrem,30-1.). The Cé&inet includes noither left-wing elements - National 
Democrats — nor members of tho Liberal Party. Both Parties have mado reserves «s to 
theirfuture attitude towards the now Government, as it took no step towerds the JM 
dissolution of the Chamber. The entire Cabinot was desoribed as e transition] one 


. (Kutla,30e1.) cnd this wos confirmed by the now Premier in « stotement to WelMi ari" 


(seo bolow) » Most of the new Ministers, it should be notod have been active «n the 
field of the nid to the Palestine Apabs. Tho Promior, Mohammad as-Scdr, ected as 
chairman in the Assembly ‘yhich denounced the recommendations of the Anglo-Amcricen 
Inquiry Gommiasion in May 1946. He ond Hamdi Pachachi, Jamil Medfa'i, Arshed cl 
'Umari, Sadiq Bassam Ridha ash-Shabibi, Mohammed Mahdi Kubbeh, aro call active 
membors of the Committse for the Defones of Polestino, founded jn Baghdad in 1946. 


In order to quioten public opinion and political partics who had asked fcr the 
dissolution of the Chamber of Deputies (Kutle,30.1.), it was reported that tho 
Chamber would be closed for two montha (Ahram,1.2.). With the same purpose in mind 
tho Minister of Bducation stcted thot the children of vietims of the demonstre-tions 
would be entitled to free education (Ahram,1.2.). From statements mado by the new 
Foreign Affoirs Minister (ANA,31.1.) it appears that the Anglo-'Iragi Treaty signed by 
Jabr was not to ba endorsed by the new Cabinet. However in an interviow with "; vale 
Misri", the new Prmier stated that hia task will be to dissolve the present Chenbor 
of Deputies, to held new oloctions preparotory to the constitution of a majority 
Government "which will enter into negotiations with Britain" (Misri,31l.1.e). 


Réferring to Palestine tho Foreign Ministor stated that the ‘Iragi Government 
will do its utmost to prevent Partition to become offective (R.,31.1.). 


In London, official circles stated thet the relations between Britain and 

‘Iraq were still ruled by the 1930 Treaty concluded for a period of 2] years 

(AFP,28.1). It was also admitted thet the non ratification by 'Iraq of the new pact 
has resulted in a setback to Bevin's pro-Arab policy, the more so that the Pact was 
regarded as tho first one of a series of Treaties to ba signed with other Ayab 
counirics (AFP,28.1.). Another aspect of the surpriae was the shaking of the Forvign 
Minister's reliance on the information passed on him from the Middlo Hast rogarding 
current opinion in Apab countrios (Jon Kimche in P.P.;29s1e}. Information from 
the British Hubassy in Baghdad snd other M.E. sources, J. Kimche added, has. assurod 
the F.0. that Britain's stand on the Pelestine issue hed crested a proper clim:ts for 
troaty discussions. According to the same source a considerable overhaul in the 
organisetion of Britain's information and diplomatic reprosentation in the Moh. 
eppearg to be a possible by-product of tho ‘Iraq fiasco (P.sP.,29el.). 


The U.S. State Department was reported to follow with much intorest the dovelop- 


tment of events in 'Irag (AFP,31.1.). It was also disclosed that the terms of tho 


‘Iraqi treaty were show before its signing to the UsS. State Department which is 
said to have urged ‘Iraq to accept thom (P.P.,29.1-). The Americans aro therwloro 
very keen on Britein firmly trying up its reletions with the Arab States in such a 
way as would minimize America's direct commitmonts, and in that connection A.Feis 
(31.1.) points out that Bri veln, according to the 1930 Treaty, has tho right to 
keep using the airbases of Shutaiban and Habbshiya. As repercussions on tho 
Amoricen stand on Palestine, it was believed that tho_U.S. would be compelled to 
reconsider its policy "notwithstanding the big pressure brought by Jows on President 
Tyuman" (Misri,3lele). ; 
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